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PREFACE.

MANY a readepof the following work may welcome a brief account
of its source and history. The origin, object and influence of the

BANNER OF LIGHT

were setforth at a public seance, September 4, 1871, by Spirit
THEODOREPARKER, in the following

ADDRESS.

| have been requested to make a statement conceh@ngesult of
our labors asninistering spirits through the Banner of Light. In
preface | would saythat we are entering upon the fifteenth year of
our ministerial labothrough that journal; but it is nearly nineteen
yearssince a band of far-seeing, energetic spirits resolved that they
would be heard on earthrough the press; and as all the journals
then extant were conservative, creed-bound, and, whatise,
money-bound, it became necessary for these spiritiseiif theory

or project was to be put in operation, to start a journal of their own.
This being determined upon in convention, agents wereosgnto
see who among the children of earth could be selected and attapted
the work. After months of searching they were found;tbey were

in the rough. It then becammecessary to employ artists to chisel'
them, and hammemd polish them. This was done by sickness, by
losses, by sorrow,
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by various trials which were imposed upon those persons, until, at
last these artists announced to the assembly thauthects were
ready tobe vitalized. They were then separately visited by a
committeeselected for the purpose, and were baptized with a holy
ghost of aspiration, of spiritual desire, and were made teastand

in front of the opposition incident to the introduction of a triath
the world.

It was well known by thi®and of spirits what dangers their mortal
coadjutors would be obliged to meet if ledtie path marked out;
well known thatthey would be assailed by pulpit and press, and
that shots would be fired at them from every avenuigenbut they
also knewthat they should be able to sustain them; for they
understood of what elementisey were composed, and knew that
when once these mortal coadjutors thdir hands to the spiritual
plough, they would naurn back, for they were so largely inspired
with faith in those whavere leading them that they could not. And
to-day the result of our labors is this: Our spiritual statistiesy
that we have brought seventy-two thousaeden hundred and
forty-six into the spiritual fold herén this earth-life. We have
enumerated only those who are soumahest Spiritualists, leaving
out all the nondescripts. And the number which Iesn added to
the ranks ofreedomNbeen liberated from the darkness of creeds,
and from the various conditions of darknéisat the spirit often
carries with it from this worldo the higher lifeNthat number has
been quadrupled, leaving out all those who ardimatand sound in
the way of spiritual right.

This much, then, by the grace of Almighty God, we have been
enabled to dand to-day our glorious Banner floats in every clime:
it has been read l®very race of human beings; we have found it in
the Esquimaux hut, and upon the throne; it has gone forth with the
God-speed athe angel world, and to-day it is stronger than it ever
was before. It proposes to gather under its faldarger multitude
than are alreadynere; and although this band of spirits may not be
able toreward their mortal coadjutors as they might wish, their
reward in the
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hereafter is sure, artiey have nothing to fear, for they are so
firmly grounded in truth and justice that tigates of hell cannot
prevail against them.

PENALTIES OF MEDIUMSHIP.

Do kind spirits ever subject certagelected, sensitive mortals to
prolongedharsh and agonizing experiences, for the special purpose
of making them obediensubordinates and facile instruments in
beneficent philanthropic labors? The foregoing addirepéies that
they do.Read the autobiography of the prophet Ezekiel, noting
carefully the discipline to which he was subjectedthg spirit that
enteredinto him," and so Otook him away" that Ohe went in
bitterness," and one will notice that humiliating and agoninirads

are not new instrumentalitiefor developing and supplizing
mediumistic susceptibilities and subduing the powértsuman seilf
determination. The world's most venerated seers @Eaghets,
almost without exception, were memh sorrows, acquainted with
grief, hardships and privations.

The common judgment of men often assumes that pure, kind and
wise spirits can usao persons as mediums who are devoid, of
eminent moral worth. But no exceptional monadrit or demerit is
apparent to thexternal observer of modern mediums, or to the
reader of history, as belonging to those \Wwhwe been, in every age,
chiselled, polished and baptized to make theatisfactory
instruments and coadjutors of spirits fdisclosing marvels and
truths to mortals. To show that the commassumption is
unwarranted, andhat mediumship is mainly the offspring of
physical peculiaritieswe quote part o& definition of mediumship

by Parker, December 16, 1867. See page 106.

"A medium is simply a body that is sensitieethe od forces in the
universeNforces which you dmot thoroughly understand; those
that have not come within the sphere of human science; those with
which human science has not yet dealt. A medpmssesses a
peculiar quality of magnetism and electricity."
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A New Testament writer (Heb. xi.) defined Faith as @tence of
things not seen," angsed the word Faith to express precisely such
trust in higher powers as our facile mediums often maniésd,
many centuriegfter the fall of Jericho, catalogued the harlot Rahab
with Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob aadeph, as
worthy of remembrance for what they achievedrajthNby "the
evidence" they ha®of things not seen." The principles on which
mediums areselected are the same now as in the days of Joshua,;
they involve chieflyphysicalfitness.

THE VISIBLE BANNER-BEARERS.

Selected, induced and aided by spirits, certain mortalsl857,
unfurled the Banner of Light, started on a march, cedgng the
verge of bankruptcy for yearsnce toppled over the brink, and
threw off a load of thirty thousand dollars' indebtedness, and yet
have never failed on any subsequent weegite the Banner an
airing. Loaded with the very heavy extraordinary expemsethe
MessageDepartment the paper to-day, apart from the book
publishing business of the proprietois, not self-sustaining, and
throughevery former year failed to reimburse its cost. Unflagging
toil and financial anxieties have been conseteriences with these
Banner-Bearers. Faitin the wisdom, power and justice of their
invisible co-laborers has given them hope, strengthpanseverance.
Whetherone credits the account above given of the establishment
and supervision of the Banner or not, thaper has long outlived
every kindred companion @6 infancy, and is now in vigorous and
efficient manhood.

The extreme sensitiveness and phydiealties of the chief medium
have required daily visits by a paid physicignjet, neat and airy
apartments, and an invalid's madglicacies; the cost of these,
supplemented by the generaeds of herself and her dependent
husbandcalls for more than three thousand dollars per annum; and
when we add tethat sum the rent and care of the Circle Room, and
fair compensation ta reporter magnetically, sympathetically, and
in all other respects, fitted
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for the place and its duties, it wile obvious that the cost of the
message department is very onerous.

The original band of visible workers, @bnsciously susceptible to
spirit promptings, weréWilliam Berry, William White, Luther
Colby and Mrs. Conant, the latter being the trustednnel of
oracles. Isaac B. Rich and Charles H. Crowetbhther of Mrs.
Conant, subsequently joined tBanner firm. Berry and Crowell
have joined the pioneers in spirit-land, anel there helping to open
pathways for and increase the efficiency of their associatels
sSuccessors.

Luther Colby, now and from its commencement clei@itor of the
Banner, has londgeen making his mark and recording his own
biography in its columns. Fretting resolutehgw and then, under
the harrowings of conflicting influencé®m both around and above
him; suffering sorely, an@lmost frenzied by the tearings of the
harrows, he yet perseveringly manifests his faith in@retlience to
spirit instructions and impressions, blended with no small amajunt
personal independence and self-reliancéhim management of his
paper, andn his judgments as to the wisest and most efficient
methods for advancing the cause of Spiritualism. In thes®s he
has long been efficiently aided thys calm and worthy assistant
editor, L. B. Wilson. A future day will be early enoudgtr an
extended account of Colby's inspirations, labors and sufferings.
The public may expect an extended and authénigraphy of Mrs.
Conant some time the present year; therefore our notice of her
may be verybrief. She has been a medium from infancy. OAngels
spoke through" he®lips," as they did through Swedenborg's, in
early childhood, and have continued the use of themuwmitiommon
persistency and method. It is syl those who know her well that
she possesses no intellectualirary abilities above or aside from
the common average of females; that her educ&iauite limited,
and that in her normal state shemanifestly incompetent to such
utterances as her organs put forth winsed by spirits. This is
much more than credible; for, during
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several sessions of service in the legislature, begiradmgst forty
years ago and ending in 1852, covering a period Whassachusetts
halls were daily familiar witithe speeches of very eloquent and
cultured menywe can recall but one or two of them who would not
in extemporaneous debate frequently forget the granesaons of
their youth, and uttesentences which would shame them if seen in
print. But in this work are more than twloundred pages of
impromptu answers, througdrs. Conant, verbatim as they fell
from her lips. And as such they aeprolonged miracle of correct
grammar, of perspicuity and relevancy.

Occasionally very good versification, bordering at timpsn good
poetry, flows forth from her lipgjet in her normal state nothing of
the kind ever came from her tongue or pen.

Throughout many years she has endured rphgiical debility and
suffering, enhancelly solicitude for and support of a husband in
whom the light of reason is unsteady and waning, who mushfsass
years in seclusion from general society, afvayn his home. Rarely
can any mortal say moteuthfully than she, OMy burden is greater
than | can bear." Seemingly hgirit is held to the body mostly by
the sympathy and aid of other spirits on the two sioleshe
separating veilThus frail, burdened and saddened is the instrument
for clear, strong, forcible, and correct enunciations. \Wields the
instrument? FrailMrs. Conant alone? Let common sense make
answer.

ORIGIN OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

The compiler, finding no department headed Question®\asd/ers

in the earlievolumes of the Banner, and it being from under that
heading alone thdie was permitted to select, privately asked the
editor when and why that department wasoduced; when and
why the controlling spirits arranged to malteemselves simply
responders to inquiries put by inquisitive man.

At the public seance, April 1, 1872, Spirit Parker said, |
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may as well answer at this place as anywle¢se a request that has
been made. It is this:N

Give us the origin of the questions and answaaking up a portion

of the message department of the Banner of Light.

The inauguration of thispecial department originated with a public
needNwith a demand made upon the spidtsitrolling at this place
by audiences here convened. This demand ab&stme so urgent
that it could no longer be resisted by the spirit-world; andirso,
answer tothis prayer or demand, this special department was
inaugurated, and was determined that whatever spirit presided on
any occasion should be the spirit wiould receive and answer the
questions propounded, and that that spaitd that one alone,
should be accountable for the answers. If it was a Thedthoker
and he told a lie, he shoulde accountable for it. If it was a
Swedenborg and he told a lie, he shduddaccountable for it. If it
was a Jesus Christ and todd a lie, he should be accountable for it.
If it was a prostitute from North Street and she tdlié,ashe should
be accountable for it.

The spirit-world was in ignorance forlang time as to the best
methods of imparting what they knew to thege were in need of
suchknowledge here. For years information from the spirit-world
came at random shots; but, thanks be tootregruling Providence,
these shots did their worlBy and by bands were organized all
throughoutthe various spirit-realmsNsome for one purpose and
some anotherNto disseminatieith upon the earth, to sweep away
those old conditions of darkness thatd so long dragged the soul
down, and made it drink the bitter waters of error.

The band organized to controlthis place consisted of a President,
Vice-President, Secretary, Chairman, &eheral Committee. Under
their supervision have come all things that were given at this place.
And so far as they were able, thgmesiding spirits were to learn
concerning the truthfulness or falsity of each returning sgihey

did so, and havingatisfied themselves of the truthfulness of each
one
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desiring to return, it thebecame their duty to assist them over this
rainbow bridgeof life that they might meet their loved ones here,
whose hearts wenenconsciously aching for the same truth which
they could bring them.

THE SEANCES.

Tri-weekly for many years a band of spirits have given impromptu
answers to the world's promiscuous questitimyugh Mrs. J. H.
Conant, at the Banner of Light CirdRoom, 158 Washington Street,
Boston, Mass. The doors of that room, the walls of wlaoh
adorned with likenesses of many spidtel prominent Spiritualists,
and with spirit-drawings, are gratuitousipened to all comers. Not
less than aundred to a hundred and twenty-five persons are
usually present at a seance.

Promptly at thelesignated hour for meeting Mrs. Conant takes her
seat upon a platform raised about tfeet above the floor. The
doors are then locked; tleedium soon passes under control, and
the controllingspirit enunciates impressively and fervently a brief
invocation to the supreme Intelligendéhat ended, he or she calls
for any questions the chairman may ha¥equestion, if any have
been sent or handed in, is readhia hearing of the whole assembly,
and is forthwith replied to,Nsometimeas a brief monosyllable, but
generally by a discussion more or less extended. dhisse is
followed till all the questions in the chairman's keeping have been
answered. Thagboint reached, permission is given to any person in
the audience to make verbal inquiries relating eitherttat has been
said or to any other subje@nd questions thus propounded are
promptly respondedo. The dialogue over, the controlling spirit
yields possession of the mediumsome other invisible. Usually at
each seance three, fourmore spirits successively are allowed to
enunciateheir wishes or sentiments at this public resort, whence
the words will be sent on their way to those for whom thesy
specially intended.

Enveloped letters addressed to particular spirits may be laid
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upon the medium's table by any persons as they enter the room.
From fifteento thirty visitors usually avail themselves of this
privilege, and after the speaking is over, itiedium, in the presence

of the whole companyfjngers these letters one after another, and
rapidly writes a few words updhe unopened envelope of most of
them. That work finishecthe medium's hand is used to write the
name of the spiritvho has conducted that seance, and of the one
who answered the letters. This slip the chairman (whasislly

Mr. William White, one of the publishers of the Banner) raade
whole assembly, and then announces that the exerofsdke
occasion areended. While the assembly is passing out from the
room, the letters, which are private property, are reclaieued
taken away by those severally whtaced them upon the table.
Such is a briefaccount of the circumstances amid which the
guestions and answers have their birth.

THE COMPILER'S WORK.

The compiler's connection with the Banner is soléiat of
temporary employee. When invitdd assume his task he was
informed that Theodore Parker desired thabmpilation from the
Banner questions and answers should be published in foook
and favored the employment of himself as the compiler.

Shortly after that he called upon MfSonant at her lodgings, and
had, through her, an interviemith Parker. The main inquiry put to
that spirit was whethehe selections should be so arranged as to
present in consecutive paragraphs the scattaret sometimes
discrepant statements relative to particular topics,Nsuah
atonement, forgiveness, immortality, &c.,Nahether chronological
order, as in the Banner, should be preserved.

The reply called for retention of thehronological sequence,Nfor
selections from none but utterancesubsequent to the
commencemenbdf verbatim reports (summer of 1867), and for
preservation of the exadanguage of each communicator. The
purport of the information then gained was, that the
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spirit controllers of the Banner circlégsired that the compilation
should be dair and ample compendium of their teachings upon
every subject of general interest which they datussed at the
seances within a given time.

The act of compilation, therefore, was ntd impose any
responsibility for the truthwisdom or moral influences of the
contents of the work; discretionary power was limitegutigment

as to what parts containetbre and what less that would be novel,
interesting or instructive to the reading world, and to the exclugion
the less important.

Personal approval or disapproval of the doctrinesemtiments
communicatednust be allowed no influence upon the compiling
judgment; and wherever diversity of opinisimould be found among
the spirit teachers, would be duty to let the diversity reappear in
the epitome. Even the most absolute incredibibtyd seeming
absurdityof statements must favor their reappearance rather than
their suppression. The reader's astronomical gedgraphical
knowledge and science may stand aghast when he conwvdsato
spirits say they know about the size of our globe, @sdyet
undiscovered continentand peoples; but the compiler is not
privileged tosuppress any distinct utterances because they surpass
the comprehension oftis moles. He must comply with the
instructions and restrictions of his engagement.

The files of the Banner from the autumn of 1867 dowdatauary 1,
1872, contained "Questions and Answers" enoughotuostitute a
volume of twelvénundred pages, while the book must be limited to
about four hundred. The compiler®rk required neither skill nor
taste in literary composition and arrangement, but very maszing
and re-reading, and great care to selactsuch ways that each
controlling speaker, each topic of general interesid each
significant differenceof statement or opinion, might appear in the
Compendium, and that without any abridgment arange of
language. But repeated and re-repeated clippings faldating the
mass down to the desired compression, and a portion
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of the approved matter is held in reserve donstituting a part of
another volume, to be issued in some future year.

Persons of all grades of intellect and culture, of vareeds, and
from different motives, gather in the Circle Room, and
promiscuously propound questions varying from the rposound

to the most frivolous, from the most liberal toe most bigoted,
from the most philanthropic to the most selfish, from the most
spiritual to the most temporal, all which are kindly answeré&d

are reported and printed alronological order. Also, essentially the
same questions occur over and over again, and theoedencordant
conception of the meaning, or systemaipplication of the words
soul, spirit, mind, intellect, &c., on the pat either the questioners
or of those who give the responses. fiese things conspire to
make the repetition and re-repetition of many reghes are almost
identical, necessary to a fair presentatbmll that has been taught.
The work is a medleyNnecessariéy; and it is a truncated medley,
cut squarely to datat each end. A satisfactory condensation was
attempted, but has nbeen accomplished. The compiler's success
falls far below his aim.

THE COMPILER'S REFLECTIONS.

Many scores of bright intelligences, who carried with them somee
and some another ttie various and conflicting creeds of earth as
talisman or panoply when they passed thraighportals of death,
are coming back, clad with the authoritypsfrsonal observation and
experience in spirit life, andinitedly teaching that all faiths in
special creeds are now hindrances instead of helps th#ppiness
and progress, and that man's only useful aml all-sufficient
religion is simply the keeping himself unspotted fromwioeld, and
doing justlyby others, in the most plain and common sense way
possible. They are teachitttat all punishments and all rewards are
natural results from universal and ever-acting foreestestants of
various sects, Roman Catholics, JeWsyks, Arabs, Chinamen,
Indians, and many others, dwelling in the life beyamdnsiently
reincarnate themselves, and,
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from amidthe light of their experiences, respond to man's inquiries.
And they allteach, substantially, that each man can read his own
future destiny, his retributiobheyond the grave, in the single fact,
dissevered from all qualifying or smothering interpretatidhst
Owhatsoever a man soweth, that shall heralgp." They teach that
the reign of law is co-extensive with eternity and infinity. Sudhes
gospel revealed by these Flasbe&ight front the Spirit Land,Nan
inspiredgospel of plain, liberal common sense, come to grapple for
victory or death with the mystical andramping dogmas of
Christendom, not with the essence, but with the perversbns
Christianity.

When and where ithe world's past history did man receive so
methodical, prolonged and copioas efflux of illumination from
beyond the veil, as this which is still streaming forth atBlaener
circles? At whatother spot have so many different disrobed
intelligences promulgated here, knowledge gained pdeysonal
experiences, and unfoldments in thereafter? What other set of
human vocal organs than Mrs. Conant's efgt the touch,
responded to the call, and subsertteel will of near ten thousand
different spirits in theidistinct utterance of messages back to man?
Where elsehave the names and former residences of so many
travellers backward bouneyver been registered as at the Banner
Circle Room?

This age does nsee, need not see, probably cannot see the power
and beneficence ¢he Banner band of spirits. The Banner is now a
prophet in its own age and country. Both the legitinsaion and

the enchantmentof distance and time are essential to just
admeasurements tfe importance and influence of truths. Future
generations may trace the originrmabmentous reformations in the
creeds, ceremonials, habits, customs, moralities and governaients
mankindto the doctrines, advice and aid which ascended spirits are
now furnishing. The timavill comeNand it is not in the very far
futureNwhen the world will have learned thtite inspirations and
"mighty works" now transpiring inour midst are as divine, as
miraculous, as immediately the productions
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of the infinite Power, as thosef any former age. Modern
Spiritualism willmake and mark a brilliant epoch in human history,
and the Banner of Light will be one dfie most extended and
authentic records of its early evolvements.

Has the compiler been standing on holy ground, aithg flashes

of light from a "burning bush"? Be that iasnay, while his pen was
recording the above meditations and prophetic gleamsplemn
sense of the possibility that many in the distant futnag regard
these cullings as oracles from above, e as lights to illumine
the darkness of earth, adisclose the paths of virtues whose fruits
will be heavenly peace,Na solemn sense of such a possibility
seemed to give him, through thgseges, a possible connection with
generations to come, and cau$woh to invoke from the Father of
Light such illumination ofthe minds of his present and future
children on the eartthat they may at once discern and eschew
whatevermay be false or baneful, and discover and appropriate
whatever may be true and healthful in these Flashes.

ALLEN PUTNAM.
April 13, 1872.



NAMES OF THE SPEAKERS.

NNKN

THE Banner circles arender the charge of Theodore Parker, who is
the most frequent speakggt often is relieved by some substitute.
Duringthe period within which the contents of the present volume
were spoken, he was aided e twenty-five spirits whose names,
when in the earth life, were these, viz.N

Ballou, Rev. Hosea,
Beri, Rabbi Joshual,
Channing, Rev. W. E.,
Cheverus, Cardinal,
Davy, Sir Humphrey,
Dayton, Prof. Edgar C.,
Dow, Rev. Lorenzo,
Fairchild, Rev. Joy H.,
Fenwick, Bishop,
Fitzjames, Father Henry,
Fitzpatrick, Bishop,
Fuller, Rev. Arthur,
Ka-da Ab-dal,

Hare, Prof. Robert,
Howard, Lewis,

Hubbard, Prof. John,
King, Rev. T. Starr,
Kneeland, Abner,
Lowenthal, Rabbi Joseph,
Murray, Rev. John,
Parker, Rev. Theodore,
Paine, Thomas,
Pierpont, Rev. John,
Redman, Geo. A., medium,
Stowe, Rev. Phineas,
Ware, Rev. Henry.

16



APPENDIX TO PREFACE.
NNNKN
A REQUESTwas made that a few Invocationsverse, uttered at the
public circles, and some poetical effusions, through shene
organism, at other places, should be inclughethis volume. They

could have no fitting place among Questions Andwers, and are
made an Appendix here.

INVOCATION.

HoOLY angels, guide these mortals
O'er the mystic waves of time;
Open wide the shining portals
Leading unto heights sublime;

Lift, O lift the veil that hides them
From their loved ones, gone before!
Show them but their shining faces,
Waiting on the other shore.

NNNN

e

CHRISTMAS INVOCATION.

O THOU, whose mysterious presence
Fills the earth, the air and sea,

We would chant undying praises,
We would worship only thee.

From the earth's unnumbered altars
Human sighs and tears are born,
Praying for a glad hereafter b
Weary watchers in the storm.

Let them hear the chime of voices

Voices from the spirit-land B

Waking all the slumbering echoes,
Strengthening heart and strengthening hand.

17
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Let them see the star of promise
That shall lead to brighter days,
Over all the plains of error,

Where the babe of Bethlehem lays.

Let them sing that holy anthem,

Sung by angels long ago,N

"Peace on earth, good will from Heaven,"
Golden side of human woe.

Then the night shall grow to morning,
Then the angels join the song,

For the day of peace is dawning;

Lo! the Son of Truth is born!

NNNN
INVOCATION.

O THou source of endless wisdom,
Lord of earth and land Elysian,
We would bathe our weary spirits
In the fullness of thy love.

We would drink the healing waters
Flowing from unnumbered altars,N
Altars where no blood-stained offerings
Fill the earth with woe.

We would rise redeemed, redeeming,
Losing all our earthly seeming,

In the holy words, forgiveness

Of all earthly sin.

We would dwell with saints and sages,
Whose great thoughts have thrilled past ages,
Calling all men to adore thee,

Lord of heaven and earth.

Hear our prayer, ye guardian angels;
Be to us as bright evangels,

Bearing our poor sin-stained message
To the throne of love.
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INVOCATION.

O Gob of all nations! O light of our souls!

Whose loving hand guides us, whose wisdom controls,
Through the weakness, and darkness, and sorrows of time,
O lead these thy children to soul-heights sublime.

Let us teach them to love thee and serve thee aright,

Never fearing the darkness, yet loving the light;

Never doubting thy presence, ever trusting thy grace,

To give to each soul its true portion and place.

And unto thee, O Godf our life, be the homage and honor of
nations and individuals, forever. Amen.

NNNN
INVOCATION.

O THoU, whose love prevaileth
Over all the ills of life,

Whose mercy never faileth

When we are weary of the strife
That comes of human weakness,
By some called human sin,

Whose wisdom opens heaven's gates,
That all may enter in;

We would sing thee glad hosannas,
We would join the earth and air

In their everlasting chorus,

And their one eternal prayer.

For all that life can give us,

For all that hath been given,

For every tear of sorrow,

And every hope of heaven,

We thank thee, O, our God.

NNNN
INVOCATION.

O sPIRIT of mercy, of justice, and love,
O'ershadow thy childrenNwith peace from above;
Let the phantoms of fear, of doubt and despair,
Be lost in the radiance of spiritual air;
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Let the songs of the angels be heard in the skies,
Proclaiming the truth that the soul never dies;
That all things are carefully guarded by thee,

But the soul in its beauty at death is set free.

NNNN
CHRISTMAS INVOCATION.

O Gob, our God!
Faint and weary are thy children,
Toiling up the steep of time,
Seeking for the Eastern token,
Listening for the morning chime;
Waiting, waiting, ever waiting
For the voice of long ago,
With its soft, melodious accents,
Soothing every human woe.
Know they not the star has risen,
And its glory gilds the earth?
Hear they not the song of angels
O'er this glorious second birth?
"Peace on earth! good will from Heaven!"
Sing that white-robed angel band,;
"Peace on earth! good will from Heaven!"
Echoes over all the land.
O thou God of past and present!
O thou light of every soul!
We will chant thee deathless praises
While eternity shall roll.

NNNK
The following poem, portrayingsingular Indian custom, was given

through Mrs. J. H. Conanith the Melodeon, in this city, Sunday
evening, March 11, 1866.

The poem was composed in spirit-life, and delivereduvstoka,
mother of Winona, thsubject of the poem, and wife of the sachem
Wanandago, whose hunting-grounds, over two hungliesds ago,
included the territory on which the city of Bostonbigilt, and his
wigwam was at the brow of the hill where tBtate House now
stands.
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The chairman read a brief legend, furnished by an Indjainit,
which explains the custom that oftdoomed the fairest daughters
of the red man to a cruel fate, as follows:N

"The white man has customs; so has the Indian. What the Indian
thinks right, the white man thinks wrong. Whiste white man
thinks right, the Indian thinks wrong. Many moaago, where the
white man now hunts higame, the Indian hunted his. Your big
books will tell youthat. When any two or more tribes were at war,
the weakerafter two suns' fasting, would come together in council,
led by a sachem, gee what the Great Spirit would tell them to do
with their young squaws (for was the custom of the conquering
tribe to make slavesf all the young squaws, killing the old, who
shouldfall into their hands). At the rising of the sun, after the
council had been held all night, it was the custom to calfahest
squaw of the tribe and giveer the right to choose betwedeathat

the hands of her nearest kin, or thek of being captured and
enslaved by the conquering trilder decision was believed to the
voice of the Great Spirit, from which there was no appeal.

"Winona, the subjecof the simple poem which follows this
introductory,was the first-born of the house of Wanandago, who
was at the time sachenaf the tribe. The hunting-grounds of this
tribe werehere where yourmany wigwams now stand; and the
wigwam of the sachem was the brow of the hill where your great
wigwam of council now stands. When the white man came troen

the water, he hunted the Indian's game, and gave him no rgirn.
planted his corn on theacred mounds of the Indian, and shed no
tearsNbut he gave him his fire-wateAind sothe Indian grew hot
againsthe white man, and he determined to make war with him. It
was then the Great Spirgpoke to Winona, and the arrow of
Wanandago sent her to the land of sunshine and wigi@r, where
Metoka, the fair squaw of Wanandago had gone at the coaifing
Winona."

NNN

* The word sachem, with the Indian, means prophet, or spiritual leader.
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Then Metoka, in clear tonegoured forth, in sweet, musical
cadences, the story of

THE INDIAN MAIDEN WINONA.

IN the sunlight, in the starlight,

In the moons of long agoN

Ere the virgin soil of Shawmut
Quivered 'neath the white man's plow;

Ere the great lakes and the rivers
Listened to the white man's song;
Ere the Father of all Waters

Bore them in his strong arms on;

On from distant lands and wigwams,
Where the sun from slumber comes,
Where the warriors hear the war-whoop
In the voices of the drums,

Lived WinonaNchild of Nature!

First-born, beauteous, dark-browed maid,
At whose coming fair Metoka,

Where the flowers bloom, was laid.

Grew Winona, strong and beauteous,
Fairer than the flowers of spring;

And the echo of her sweet voice
Made the hills and valleys ring.

Did the red deer pass her wigwam,
Soon it quivered on the plain B
For the arrow of Winona

Never left its bow in vain!

Sixteen times the snow had fallen,
Sixteen times the sun grew dim,

Since the warriors and the maidens Sung
Metoka's funeral hymn.

Then the strange voice of the white man
Rang through all our hunting-grounds;
And their swift feet never faltered

When they neared our sacred mounds!
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All our game their long guns hunted,
Quickly making it their own;
Heeding not the maiden's sighing,
Fearing not the warrior's frown!

Then the voice of Wanandago
Fell in accents soft and low,
Asking, would the fair Winona
To the land of sunlight go?

Quick the answer came, like shadows
Filling all his soul with night

"l will go, O mighty sachem,

Where the sky is always bright;

"Where our hunting-grounds are greater;
Where the water's always clear;

Where the spirits of our fathers

Chant the red man's hymn of cheer!"

Soon the warriors and the maidens
Sing again their funeral song!

For the spirit of Winona

To the land of light was borne!

But to-night she comes to greet you,
Comes in meekness, comes in love;
And with gentle hands would lead you
To that land of light above;

Where no white man robs the Indian;
Where no more the sun grows dim;
Where the warriors and the maidens
Chant no more their funeral hymn;

In that land where stars are brighter,
Where the moonbeams softly fall,
And the great Manito's blessing

Like the sunlight's over all;

There the Indian holds his council,

And his thoughts grow great and strongRN
As the angels teach forgiveness

For the white man's fearful wrong.
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Here his tomahawk and arrows
Rest beneath your wigwams grand,;
There his soul drinks in the wisdom
Of the glorious spirit-land.

Fare you well, ye pale-faced mortals,
Till in council you shall stand
Face to face with fair Winona
In the Indian's Morning-Land.

NNN
INDIAN SPIRITS' LEVEE.

A PLEASANT affair took place, a few evenings since, in Watertown,
at the residence of Mr. Charles H. Crowell (KanagawadgeNso
named by Indian spirit-friends), at present the hom®li. J. H.
Conant. Shortly after Mrs. Conant locattb@re, her Indian spirit
friends,who have enjoyed the privilege for years of communicating
to mortalsthrough her organism, expressed a desire to give some of
their' pale-facedfriends a reception at the lodge. Consent being
given, the time assigned for the gathering was Friday, Autjist
1866; and aselect company of between 50 and 60 ladies and
gentlemerresponded to the invitation. Shortly after the friends had
assembled in the drawing-room, Mrs. Conant was entranced by
Winona a youngndian girl (subject of the poem given by Metoka,
through Mrs. Conant, at the Melodeon |d&rch), who greeted
each one of the party in her peculiar man@ed then quietly
retired, to give

Starlight another Indian girl, an opportunity to greet the Gpale
faces" present. She was very modest and retiringeinmanners,
winning the hearts of all. She was known in earthdgeNaonta, and
was educated at an English school in Canada. She is shavéo
been very beautiful. To this spirit waganted the privilege of
welcomingthe guests, which was gracefully done in the following
characteristic Indian style:N
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"Pale-faces, Naonta, in behalf her people, welcomes you to the
lodge of the Indians. Their hearts are warm towawls and their
hands are full of blessingdlay yours be so towards them. They
meet you from the mountains and the valleys, from the lakdghe
rivers, and they ask to learn of you, andum will teach you much

of the great hunting-ground, where you must come when you sleep
as theyhave. When Naonta has gone, Metoka will come, greeting
you with her singing talk."

All hearts seemed touched with the simplicity and beauty of this
brief address, and evidently wished to hear more them but she
gave way to the sprightly and loquacious

Spring-flowerwho chatted in théveliest manner with "the squaws
and braves" for some time. Then bidding them Ogood mebs,"
retired, when the calm and dignified

Metoka mother of Winona, assumed control, and gatterance to

the following

POEM.

LIKE the music of the waters,

Like the sighing of the trees,

Like some soft and gentle whisper
Floating on the evening breeze,

Come the dead, the long departed,

To the island of the blest,

Breathing forth unnumbered blessings,
Telling of a land of rest.

Not the rest that knows no action,
Like the silence of the tomb,

But the rest that comes from toiling,
Toiling for the yet to come.

Come they when your fires are lighted,
Lighted on your wigwam walls,

And their dew of inspiration

Over every spirit falls,N
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Falls like moonlight on the waters,
With a soft and silvery light,

Or like starlight through the shadows,
Robbing of its gloom the night.

From the lakes and from the rivers,
Over plains and mountains tall,
Many braves and many maidens
Come in answer to your call.

Are they welcome to your wigwam?
Will your kindly greeting fall,

Like your winter's spotless blanket,
Over black, and red, and all?

When the Lodge of Kanagawah
Breathes its blessings far and wide,N
Over mountains, over valleys,

Over death's resistless tide,N

Then the great Manitou's blessing
Enters at the open door,

And your dead, the long departed,
Fold you in their arms once more.

August, 1866.

THE STAR OF HOPE.

[DEDICATED TO TELULAR,* THE STAR OF KANAGAWAH
LODGE, BY MRS. HEMANS ]

BRIGHT star of hope! still let your beams

Of radiant beauty, shine

Upon the enfranchised souls who dwell

Beyond the stream of time.
NNN
* "Telular" is the name Mrs. Conant received frower Indian spirit
friends. With the Indian imeans a something to see by or through.
OKanagawah Lodge" is thame the Indians have given Mrs. Conant's
present home avatertown. "Kanagawah" signifies teacher; and as
Mrs. Conant has done much towamlsightening and elevating the
Indians, it will be readily perceived that the name is not inappropriate.
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O, give to them your hand of love

Across the rolling flood,

And lead them back, through Nature's bowers,
To wisdom and to God.

Fling back the shadows by your light,
As Moses smote the rock,

Till every soul within your sphere
Shall feel the mighty shock.

Enter within the cypress shade,
And rob it of its gloom,

Gilding with radiance all divine
The portals of the tomb.

Stand close beside the parting soul,
Who fears to cross the tide,
Leading beyond all earthly pain,
Where loving friends abide.

Strengthen the weak and wounded souls
Who falter in the way,

And lead them back to wisdom's path

By truth's unerring ray.

Be thou a guide, a beacon light,
To wanderers on the shore;
And be contented with thy lot
ForeverNevermore.

So shall your heaven on earth begin
By every deed of love,

While angels sing your song of praise
In worlds of light above.

BANNER, August 18, 1866.
ANNA CORA WILSON.

"BIRDIE," the lovely spirit-daughter of Mr. andrs. L. B. Wilson,
who had manifested several times on previous occasaftey,
obtaining control of the medium, took up a bouqgoktdelicate
flowers that lay upon the table, and turning
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to her mother, who sat near by, pladeet hand on her head,
stooped down, and kissing her fervently, said,

"Dear mother, | thank you for these beautiful flowers." 8ten
proceeded to address her time following touchingly significant
lines:

"BIRDIE'S" POEM.

| SLEEPNot, dear mother, where daisies bloom,

And wild birds warble their hymns of praise;

Where the stars look down through the silent gloom,
And the cypress nods to the passing breeze.

No, no; | am living beyond the tomb,

Where the shadows of time no longer fall,

Where the angel Death has never come,

For eternal life is the gift to all.

Yet | have not left you; | am not dead,

Though a voice is missed from the trio band,N

Though tenantless stands my little bed,

And you miss the clasp of "Birdie's" hand.

| am living, and loving, and waiting for you

In my beautiful home on the other side,

Where legions of angels, with fond hearts and true,
Are waiting for loved ones to cross the tide.

Through the long, dreary hours of sadness and pain,
When your brow with the tempest of fever was tossed,
Your OBirdie" was with you; yes, with you again;
Though the world in its blindness says OBirdie" is lost.

NNKN

The following lines were addressed to Mrs. L.\Bilson (Cora's
mother), in tones of endearing affection, accompanied wsuith

tender caresses as to give living evidetheg the spirit, after leaving
its mortal form, retains all its love for those it left on earth:N
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A POEM BY OBIRDIE" (ANNA CORA WILSON).

MOTHER dear mother! from the land of the blest,
Where the earth-weary spirit finds comfort and rest,
| have come with my buds and blossoms so sweet,
And | lay them, as soul-gifts, at your tired feet.

Be joyous, dear mother, and banish the clouds,
And linger no longer 'mid cypress and shrouds;
But lift up your eyes to that fair land of rest,
Where Cora, your OBirdie," has builded your nest.

~

N

s =z

The four following effusions were from "Birdie," through Mrs.

ConantN
SONG OF THE AUTUMN WIND.

| COME, | come, my watch to keep

On the cold New England shore b

To diamonds sow where the flowers grew,
And the summer winds sing no more.

| wail and | weep where the daisies sleep,

On the graves of your early dead;

And | sing a low song through the tall pine trees,
O'er the soldier's nameless bed.

| chant a sad strain, or a wild refrain,

Through every city and town;

And | chase the green leaves from all the trees,
Or | change their greenness to brown.

| roar on the mountains, | bind all the fountains,

And enter the poor man's home;

While the babe lies sleeping, and the mother sits weeping,
| join in her cry of aloneNall alone!

Then | speed away o'er the ocean's spray,
Where the loved and lost are sleeping;
Where Neptune's band, with relentless hand,
Their watch of death are keeping.
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| kiss the pale cheek, in that lone retreat,
While the sea-birds are loudly screaming;
Where life and death have together met,
And the sleeper knows no dreaming.

| scatter the snows, as every one knows,

Like a carpet of silver sheen,

And | bind all the streams with glittering chains,
Where once the lilies have been.

Farewell! farewell! | goNI go

From the cold New England shore;

For the Winter winds have begun to blow,
And the Autumn leaves fall no more!

For, far away, over river and bay,

In my home beyond the sea,

The mild-eyed seal and swift gazelle
Are keeping their watch for me.

NNN
BIRDIE'S LAST OF EARTH.

HUsHEDwere the voices and muffled the tread

Of kind friends who lingered near OBirdie's" death-bed;
But they saw not the angels who entered unheard,
And dipped in heaven's chalice the wings of their bird.

And they whispered so soft that you heard not a soundN
"Come, Birdie, your wings shall no longer be bound!"
Then, quick as the eagle's eye drinks in the light,

Your Birdie was free from mortality's night.

And now from the heights of Eternity's plains,

From the land where Death comes not, and Night never reigns,
Your Birdie returns, on swift pinions of love,

With fresh-gathered buds from her bright home above.

When the world, in its coldness, says, "Birdie's dead,"
O tell them, dear mother, I've only been led,

By the hands of the angels, away from the night,
Away from earth's darkness to heaven's clear light.
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BIRDIE'S NEST.

IN the bowers of love supernal
There your Birdie's built her nest,
For the Father's hand eternal
Led her from the earth's unrest.

Hear you not my song of gladness,
Swelling o'er life's troubled sea?
Surely then it were but madness,
E'er to mourn my loss to thee.

| have gained a deathless morningN
All my mortal woes are o'er,

And the angels now are crowning
Me with gems from heaven's store.

Cease your mourning, dearest mother,
Let tears no more for Birdie fall;

God is loveNthere is no other

And His mercy's over all.

When the shades of Death are falling,
And your mortal day is o'er,

And you hear the angels calling

You from earth to our bright shore B

Then your Birdie's song of welcome
All your fears shall chase away,
And the bitter buds of morning
Blossom into endless day.

November 9, 1863.
NNKN
BIRDIE'S VIGIL.

| AM here, dearest mother, though the summer has flown,
And the roses their beauty have shed;

For the world in its blindness determines alone,

That the soul in its freedom, is dead!
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| am here to watch over and keep you from harm,
To guide you from darkness to light;

| am here, and I'll wait till the morning bells chime,
Proclaiming the end of the night.

And then through the bright shining way of the stars,
Where the saints and the angels have trod,

| will lead you away from the earth and its cares,

To the spiritual temple of God.
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED.

By Joseph Lowenthal, of Jewish Faith, Sept. 3, 1867.

Question Do children who leave this earth-plananfancy progress

in stature the same as if they had continued to live on earth?
Answer The law of physical life determinesncerning the stature
or external form that is given ®very soul; and as souls generally
remain very near the earth and its laws, until thaye gained a
certain amount of experience, which candaéned from no other
plane than the earth-plane, they are under this law, and doigrow
stature precisely the same as they would had they remamnedrth

to mature age.

By John Pierpont, Sept. 5, 1867.

Q. On earth, to a great, if not absolute extent, webatmd in the
channels of phrenological or hereditary bias, often ofveay
unfortunate character. Does death remove theseictions, and
confer the freedom to expand in all directions, not continuing asan,
here,

33
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an exile frommany beautiful arts and accomplishments, because the
power of gift for their acquisition was not in the germ at birth?

A. Man slowly acquires a state of perfdotedom. If he were
suddenly ushered into a state of perfect freedonme spirit-land,

he would noknow how to use it; therefore the Universal Disposer
of all events has taken care of this. All the stepkfenare gradual
and well proportioned. You must presgery round in the ladder of
progress in orddo be fully rounded in the physical, in the mental,
and in the spiritual.

Q. Are all souls in spirit-life satisfied with the prospect of a
boundless, eternal existence,dw some desire oblivion there, as
misery makes some seek it here?

A. As happiness and unhappindésdong strictly to the spiritNto
the thinking powenf the individual, so this condition of happiness
or unhappiness it carries with it to tepirit-land; it is part of its
possessions there. Therefore there must be somie who would
desire oblivion, if it were possible to bestowed upon them. There
are some who are so miserable in the spirit-land thatvtioeyyd fain
curse God and die. But even these unhappy souls are not dhéside
law of progress; andy and by, when they shall be made able to
perceivethat there is a better way, and that the way is open for
them to ascend from their hell aadter heaven, as for all othersNif
they can perceive the truth of thikey will embrace it, and rapidly
ascend out of darkness into light.

Q. Can the pure and sinless,iafants, appreciate and enjoy heaven
as highly as those who have known life's conflicts and trials?

A. Well, the infant's heaven jgst as perfect a heaven as the heaven
of mature age. The infant can
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enjoy just as large an amount of heawatording to its own life, as
mature age. lis only a different condition of the same elenient
happiness.

By Theodore Parker, Sept. 9, 1867.

Q. Will the intelligence give hispinion of the following text? ".And
Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightwagfdbé water,
and lo! the heavensgere opened unto him, and he saw the spirit of
God descending like a dove alghting upon him, and lo! a voice
from heaven, sayinglhis is my beloved son, in whom | am well
pleased.”

A. There can be butne rational opinion concerning that text, it
seems to us. It is a well-knowact, or it is generally believed by
those who claim to have a knowledge of the manifestatbspirits
disembodied, that Jesus wasnedium for such manifestations; that
his entire life was but a series of spimanifestations. He seemed to
stand with one foot upon the spirit-shores #ml other here, and
there was goerfect distribution of spiritual power through his
organization. Theecord tells us that the heavens were opened, and
hesaw the spirit of God, like a dove, descending upon him, and he
heard a voice, saying, OThis is my beloved son." Well, whyThet?
spirit of God performs like so-called miracles even to-day, has
performed them in every age, for in every age tihenee been ears
attuned to spirit-voices; there have been eyesdbald perceive
spirit-forms; there have been those, in their physical semdes,
could take cognizance tfe conditions of spirit-life. Now, as Jesus
possessed a highly developed physical and spiritual organizatjon,
in other words, as he was perfectly rounded in spiritual and in
physical



36 FLASHES OF LIGHT

form, so then he would be well able to recegeefect manifestations
from the world of mind.We believe it to be but a spirit
manifestation precisely similaio the manifestations that have
occurred in every agend that are occurring on a very large scale in
this age.

Q. Will the controlling intelligence please tell us why spirits do
not give their whole names when asked &® do while
communicating through test mediums? They wiNe their first
name, but seldom give the surname, whethef whole name were
given, it would give much better satisfaction to sceptical people.

A. All spirit is obliged to use the medium of mattecommunicating
upon the planef matter. You use the body which you call your
own. Itis your medium, and by long assimilation you have become
thoroughly used to itgontrol. You know how to use it. It has
become in the external part of your spirit, because all the
manifestations of your spirit have been toegatain extent done with
the medium, the body; therefore, through thesdium you can more
perfectly manifest aa spirit, than through any other. By and by
death comedt cuts the cord that bound you to the medium, the
body. Thegolden bowl is broken, the cord is destroyed, or cut
asunder, but théountain of life remains. Now, then, if the fountain
would manifest again upon the earthly planemust seek out a
medium; and youown good sense will tell you that unless the
medium could be used for many times by the spaniti become
perfectly assimilated with it, the manifestations minst more or
less imperfect. If the spirit can baanifest imperfectly through the
medium that Naturbas furnished it,Nyour own bodies, namely,
thensurely you should not expect perfect manifestations through a
medium that



FROM THE SPIRIT-LAND. 37

Is simply taken up for the occasion. Spirits labor uradgreat many
more disadvantages in returning to manifleste after death than
you have any ideaf. When they return, they are suddenly ushered
back again to the world they had beaken from, and a thousaxd
perhapgen thousand times ten thousandNthings, thoughts, forms,
conditions, press upon them, and their mediisnimperfect;
consequently they find their work very hard, and teeyggle, O,
how earnestly and laboriously sometimes, to give even one word.
Names are hard to givérst, for this reason: When the sitter comes
into rapport with the medium and the spirit who hagdesire to
possess the medium and to manifest througlhd, first, most
intense, and most positive thought of Hikter is the name of the
party that is tacontrol. It is perfectly natural that this should be
first; that itshould occupy the most prominent seat in the realm of
thought, but its naturalness does not preverftom being the
greatest barrier to the givingf the name that could possibly be
interposed. If it were possible for the sitter to render rhisd
entirely passive tevhat might come, the manifestations would be
far more reliable, and names would come meabier. Why is it that
there is scarcely any difficulty in givingames at this place? Now
ask yourself the question as | have asked it.fstitbecause you do
not know who is coming? Becaugeu have no expectation of what
name is to be given? Suretyis. If you expected Edward Everett to
speakto you on a certain occasion, all your minds would be
possessed with the name of Edward Eveaet, it would be almost
impossible fohim to give the name. He might identify himself in a
thousand other ways, but to give the name wouldchdel. All
persons who are in the habit of
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visiting mediums, should rememb&ere is a great law governing all
spirit manifestations. It governs yan the control of your own
body. That is your mediunvhile you are here. The great law holds
good after you have left that body. If you dedoereturn through
some other body, there is the law meeting you fackade. You
cannot infringe upon it, cannot put it under your feet. Ithere
greater than you are, and you must obeAitd the nearer you
come to an understanding of @ governing spirit manifestations,
the better will be the manifestations, atte more perfect and
satisfactory. But the further yaare from an understanding of the
law, the more vague will be the manifestations, &ne more
unsatisfactory. Therefore becomsteidents, every one of you. Enter
the school of spiritual science, and there studyaftsr day, year
after year, if need be, till you shall be able to grapple thighlaw
understandingly. Even then you cannot control it, but youkmv
how to take advantage of it, or, in otlveords, to act in harmony
with it. The law is constantly by yoYou cannot separate yourself
from it, not in any one thought @ct. Therefore, whether living
here, or living as your speaker lives after dedtimatters not; the
law is clear, and obeyybu must. And if the law says it is hard to
give a name that is registered upon the minthef sitter, then the
law must be obeyed. There is no goargund it nor through it. You
must bow down before it.

By JosephLowenthal a Jew, and George A. Redman, Sept. 10,
1867.

Q. We often se¢hrough personating mediums the death scene, as
we call it, so faithfully enacted, that it
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seems but a repetition of the same thing. Now, Wkash to know

Is this: Howis it so faithfully reproduced? Is the departing spirit
conscious all the time enough to remember so defina#lyhose
motionsof the physical? | have always thought there was a time
when most, if not all, were unconsciousNat the tinfechange, or
immediately after. Is it so?

A. The soul never for one instafises its consciousnessNthat
which belongs to it as an immortal soul. But it is sometigieg out
from the experiences of human lifegy the circumstances that
surround itself, and attend human life. Therefore it is thas
sometimes unconscious ¢éxternal circumstances, but never in the
absolute unconscious of its own soul realities. Thepetitions of
scenes, called scenes aé¢ath, are easily produced, because they
make a very vivid and very clear impression ugpenmind of every
spirit. Though in the external ther® no consciousness, in the
internal the spirit is conscious and active, and the recorahiggl
never fails to takdown the most minute circumstances. Everything
is faithfully transcribed, and therefore can be, under proper
circumstances, reproduced. Thaessdiums are mirrors that seem to
be hungoetween the two states of being, and if the surface is clear,
the reflection will be correspondingly clear; but if itspotted, the
reflection will be correspondingly deformed.

Q. from one of the audience. | would ask what is the recording angel?
A. It is sometimes called memory. That name or teray answer as
well as any other. You have often been told thatatiebute of
memory was eternal; thawvhatever condition the soul passed
through, that condition it retained byirtue of the power of
memory, and under
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certain circumstances it was able to call itagain into active life.
The circumstancethrough which every soul is called to pass,
becomethe external characteristics of that soul, and no one thing,
even the most minute, is ever lost.

By Theodore Parker, Sept. 12, 1867.

Q. Do allspirits who have left the human form, after they arrive in
the world of spirits, have the powéo communicate through
mediums here, or do only those wivere the most mediumistic
while here in the form have the power to communicate?

A. Those who were thmost mediumistic while here, have the most
power in making these mundane manifestations. Howevsraigift
that all may avail themselves of, if they seek so to do.

Q. by one of theaudience. The saying is, that like attracts like. Still
we do find the opposite sometimes. Waed the causes that attract
spirits to persons of an entirely opposite character?

A.The causes are legionwbuld be impossible to enumerate them.
Sometimes a disembodied intelligenoe spirit is attracted to a
subject or medium in consequenckthe external surroundiniys
surroundings that are in neway connected with the medium.
Sometimes it is in consequence of sgrhgsical ailment, sometimes
the contrary. Sometimes the quiet mofdhe subject attracts them,
sometimes theurbulent mind. Indeed, the causes that are in
constant operation to attract all classes of speaédghward are
innumerable. Spirit. Ajuery has come to us, as emanating from the
late National Convention at Cleveland, and it is thiafhat do
higher intelligences in the spirit-land
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believe concerning thmanifestations of the Davenports and other
mediums through whom similar manifestations gireen? Are they
genuine spirit-manifestations, or are they jugglery?" Wellatever
your speakemight assert, would be simply an assertion. Whatever
belief belongs to him, as a spiribelongs exclusively to him.
Therefore whatever opinion @ffered belongs also to him, and he
alone isresponsible for it. The manifestations given through the
Davenports, and other so-called physical mediuarg, in the
majority, genuine and of spiritual origin. And whoso desire to
understand thisthing for themselves, have only to put the
manifestations in one scale and their reason inother, and the
solution will come asa natural sequence. These or analogous
manifestations have had existence throughout ewendition of
intelligent being. There has never beetinge in the history of the
world when these so-called physical manifestations hav&een in
existence in some form or some peculiar phase. It is abdoliyte
and betrays the sheerest ignoraonethe part of those who deny
their genuineness, or assume that they are entirely depeunutmt
trickery, jugglery, or whatever likeerm you may see fit to employ.

| say it betrays ignorance, and still more, it betrays a certain
something which is akin to churtiigotry; for there are other bigots
than theological bigots, and quite as many bigots in Spiritualism as
any other ism. We asorry to be obliged to affirm this so forcibly,
but it is absolutely true. We will go still further, and declare that
there are more bigots among thagko have come out from the
churches, and declared themseli'e® from all kinds of bigotry,
thanthere are to be found in the churches. The Presbyterian is
bound hand and foot by a
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certain kind of belief, and he sticl® it, in most cases, very rigidly.
Spiritualists are bounuh the self-same way, for we find them here,
there, and everywhere setting up certain very staddards of their
own, and declaring that they are absolutely right, and tisere
appeal from their standard. Thiegive got the highest, the best, and
the only genuine Spiritualism, when the truth is, ¢tharches have
had experience iit, and those who have no belief in any kind of
God havehad it. It is as free as the air. It is extensive as life,
Spiritualismmeans something more than what is bound up in the
simple name. It means the science of life, It mehas life God
manifests through every kind of form, throwglery possible degree
of thought. It means that Gaan rap upon a table to convince you
that you will live after death, and not degrade himsadf,he can
speak through the highest angethie courts of heaven. Spiritualism
of itself is humble. It takes upon itself no crowns. It is exceedingly
simple. A child mayunderstand it. But they who prate so loudly
against these lower manifestations, as they are pleaseghtdhem,
simply betraytheir ignoranceNignorance of God and his laws,
ignorance of the alphabet of life. They wotdth destroy the ladder
over which they have ascended, because, forsteh, need it no
longer, or because they have entereddhgple by some other way,
though thousands and tens of thousdmalge need to enter it this
way. They, in theirfoolishness, determine that God doesn't
understand his business, anecause he doesn't, they are going to
guidethe car of progress for themselves. But poor, puny humanity
will find by and by that God is Goddespite all forms and
ceremonies, and hdescends to the simplest manifestations of life
without
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losing his Godship. He blooms in the violet, is hemrdhe tiny
rappings.His voice is in the thunder, and his wisdom with the
angels. He iseverywhere. Yes, these manifestations are, in the
majority, genuine, absolutely genuiraad whoso says they are not,
says what is false.

By William E. Channing, Sept. 16, 1867.

Q. Has the spirit-body corresponding organanatomically
considered, which pertained to the mortal body? And wthen
spirit enterghe spirit-world, has it the same desires, inclinations,
and tastes that governed it here? And further, isghet-body an
exact likeness or counterpart of the mortal body,wék developed
mortal body at the ultimate of its mundane life?

A. Externally, the spirit-body corresponds to the nathaaly; but
there is a&onstant internal change going on. As the spirit, mentally,
becomes largemore advanced in wisdom, the external takes on the
changes of the internal; become®re beautiful, more perfectly
formed, morein accordance with the needs of the indwelling
intelligence. The characteristics of thaul are the agencies intrusted
with the formation of the spirit-body, and thesere never known

to forget, neverknown to make false representations; on the
contrary, they are very precise, and they always give a delingation
the external from the internal. Whateveman or woman is in the
spirit-land, the representation appears upon the extefiady
cannot seem to be what they are nidtere is no such thing as
disguising one'ssoul characteristics after death. All things are
governedby stern, immutable law, and the soul is not exempt from
law; form is not exempt from law, but all move by virtue of
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law, and law that is adapted their unfoldment. Every form in
being changes its external characteristics according to itsndenmal

law. These human fornmikat exist upon this continent to-day are
not exactlywhat they were many, many years ago. No; there are
certain marked characteristics remainilgit a close observer, a
critical analyzer can behold a very greaainge. Yes, the spirit-body
does retain thexternal organic life so far as form is concerned, if
you speak of it as belonging to human life. All ttagious organs are
represented ithe spirit-body. And if they are represented in the
spirit-body, they are for us&es; and the soul has need of them.
But thenecessities of the soul are not exactly the necessities of the
physical body. One may need the grains and famtsanimal life of

the sphere to which it has been born, #mel other also needs the
fruits and grains and animal lifgf the sphere to which it belongs.
There is a difference. One is the crude, the other isefireed, the
ethereal. One is the outside lifdne other is the inside life. The
mechanic in thepirit-land deals with the thoughts of the mechanic;
the fruit-grower in the spirit-landleals with the thoughts of the
fruit; The artist deals with the thoughtef the beautiful
representations that you have here in mortal Afed yet thought is
present in tangible form in thepirit-land, clearly and brightly and
lawfully defined. It is not a world of imagination. It is novague,
unsubstantial, unreal world. No.i#t a world substantial and real. It
is a step beyond this mundane physical world. It is the beautiful
perfection of this world. If the rose is beautiful herdsifar more
beautiful there. All forms thaare represented on the earthNand
these physical forms are maceptionNfind also a representation in
the spirit-land.
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You will all learn the truth of my statemergsoner or later. To-day
they may seem to be vagaries, founded upon nothuig)y and by
you will realize their truth, their soundness, and kitigwexperience
what you can never know by theory.

Q. Would it not be better for the world, and fibre mediums who
possess such bad health or bad dispositent attract only evil
spirits, togive up their mediumship? Ought not mediums to be a
pure and holy class to do much good?

A. Your correspondent talks of giving up mediumshigf @swere a
thing easilydone, when the real truth is, it cannot be given up, any
more than itan be taken on. MediumshipNgenuine mediumship

is the gift of God. He gave it, and he alone can iak&hen we hear
mediums, or thoseho call themselves such, declaring that unless
the people and the spirits do thus and so they will give up their
mediumship, we know that such are mdiat they purport to be;
for as mediumship is of God, it is God who guardanty God alone
who can take it from the subject. Tegirit world is peopled with a
vast variety of intelligences, from the highessthe lowest, and it is

a law of divine lifethat every soul shall unfold or perfect itself
through the agencies of being as biéstan. Now, then, if some
depraved souls find that they can unfold more redujlyreturning

to earth and manifesting through media, who sfefl they shall not
come? Who has the rigtd determine concerning their coming? It is
vain for you to declare that no undevelopedlepraved spirit can
return unless there is some attraction within the medium'déigels,

the purest of all mediumsither ancient or modern, attracted to
himself a legion of undeveloped
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spirits; andhe taught themNhe preached unto themNhe liberated
them from their dark surroundingsNhe led them bydia light up

the mount of Transfiguration. Heas their Saviour. But if he had
banished them, could he have bebie¥er. Go ye, and learn of him;
and if darkness comes to you praying for light, events
manifestations are of the madibolical kind, turn not a deaf ear,
but listen, and perchance you may catch the notes of an angel even
there. Extend the hand. Though thy brothethyr sister be in the
very depths of hell, if yoare all right they cannot harm you. Be
sure that your owrmgarments are spotless, be sure of your own
internal holiness, then no filth can attach itseljaar external lives.
Though you may walkhrough all the darkness that ever closed
around the depraved spirit, it cannot harm you.

By John Pierpont, Sept. 24, 1867.

Q. Where does the spirit of Mrs. Conant remahile another spirit
takes possession of her organism?

A. Sometimes she remains in a dormant state witién own
physical life. But oftener heconscious part retires, goes out
sometimes among her friends here in e#féh and sometimes is
attracted off talifferent lands here on earth, and is able to observe,
in her spirit, the different conditions of being where she is at the
present time. Aspirit is superior to matter, it can break the bonds
of matter, and go forttrom matter at will; therefore, if there is any
attractingpower to those points, if the spirit desires to follow that
attraction, it can do so.

Q. And does it retain its identity?

A. And atthe same time retains its identity. The body is but the
medium of the spirit; and although it is
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better adapted to the spirit tHads dwelt with it from its natural
birth, yet it can be used also by any spirit who understidnediws
governing in such cases. There are several instances reedndeel

the spirit of themedium has given distinct and positive and
unmistakable evidence of its identity ptaces besides where the
form was located during the manifestation of some foreign sphré.
has manifestedh England, in Germany, in Roxbury,Nlocalities
apartfrom the place where the body was at the time. And when
guestioned concerning answers that were givejuistions put to
herwhile she was apart from the bodyNwhen questioned of them,
after returning to the body, her answer was, | should have saidl so if
hadbeen questioned while in conscious relation with the ibody,
thus proving that the spirit was the same outsidine body that it
was within it, and acting through it.

By Theodore Parker, Sept. 26, 1867.

Q. Please to distinguish between ffteenomena that characterized
the seers or prophets of the Old and Neéestament, and the
phenomena now witnessed through our mediums.

A. Thereis a difference, but it is not in principle. It is simply in
outward life, outward expression. The occult manifestations that
were said to have had life in the pasgre dependent upon the
forms through which theywere called to manifest. The stream
receives its shape from the channel through whiftbvits. The rays

of light receive their colors from thehannel through which they
flow, and the mediumistic atmosphereNby which they are
surrounded. So it is of spirit-manifestatioifie manifestations of
every age partake of the
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intellectual, the moral, and theligious standard of the age. The
manifestations of ancient timesrresponded to the development of
those times,Nthe development ofind, the development of matter;
and the manifestations of to-day correspond with development

of to-day.They answer the requirements of the time in which they
exist. The manifestations of ancient timesuld be hardly
thoroughly digested by you of to-day. And yet their inner ilsfe
absolutely the same. When resolveth&r primaries, they are one,
and you cannoseparate them. The condition exists only in another
form of manifestation.

Q. Was Jesus angther than a brother of our humanityNa gifted
and distinguished medium?

A.NoNnone otherNabsolutely none otherde was the child of our
great Father, God, and odoother, gifted as all God's children are
gifted, according to their own capacitiesreteption. Whoever can
receive largely, becomes largely gifted, adble to give much unto
those by whonthey are surrounded. Jesus could receive largely
from the fountain of wisdom and truth, and he becameatalsning
light, not only to the age in which he lived, but that lighat
continued to shine down the ages, until to-day it is radiargver to

us.

By Father Henry Fitz James, Sept. 30, 1867.

Q. Can a spirit, after leavinthe form, take cognizance of material
forms any farther than what is seen by the medium?

A. A spirit that has passed through themical change calledeath
perceives the external of all forms that are upon the fatteeagarth,
through theelectromagnetic aura that emanates from mediumistic
physical
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bodies. It is not necessary that thgirit should have absolute
control of such a body at the time it perceives these objrdtst, is
absolutely necessary that it should comihin that magnetic
atmosphere; for byso doing they come intoapport with the
external forms that have an existeng®n the face of the earth. For
instance, when | am apart from this physical body,Nthis
medium,Nshould | wish to behold ambject in this room, | should
first seek to comwithin the atmosphere or magnetic sphere of this
medium, or somether that might be in this locality. When the
scientific man desires to gain a clear understanding dfébeens, he
takes hisglass, that he may come intapport with the heavenly
bodies through the peculiar power of the glass. Upon predisely
same conditions the spirit uses the medianthe magnetic life that
passes fronthese mediums, by which they may come irstpport
with these external forms. There are heavenly bostefar distant
from your external vision that you cannot, with@ome extra aid,
behold thembut if you can obtain the necessary extra aid, you can
behold them. So with regard to these objects. We can see ireem;
can feel them. We can smell theoma of your flowers by coming
into rapport with them.But in our proper spiritual state we behold
only the spiritual part of these flowers. (Referring to a vase of
flowers upon the table.)

By William E. Channing, Oct. 1, 1867.

Q. If | believe the administration of the laws cruel amang, is it
not a sin for me to support tlywvernment by vote or by paying
taxes?

A. All individual opinion should,under all circumstances, be
sacrificed for general good. Whenever and
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whereverthe good of the masses is involved, individual opinion
should be sacrificed. Though this government ismethighest form

of government thathe soul is capable of conceiving, yet it is the
very best kind of government that the times can givéh to. It
belongs to thimge. It is the result of the growth of mind,Nmind in
the present and mind in the past,Nandhitlds, also, a divine
relationship to mind in the future. Atsis fitted to the wants of the
present, as it answers thequirements of the masses, then surely
individual opinion concerning it should have little weight.

By T. Starr King, Oct. 3, 1867.

Q. Are there any persons that anere mediumistic when under the
influence of liquor than at any other time?

A.We are informed by those intelligences who have madsctaace

of mediumship atudy, that there are some mediums who are more
readily brought under the influence of a certain claksspirits,
disembodied, when under the influence of liquor.

Q. How does the use of liquor make one more mediumistic?

A. Under certain circumstances it reduces the pafethe body
over thespirit, or, in other words, it lessens the control of the
indwelling spirit upon the externélody, and therefore renders the
body an easy prey to some other spirit who is more positive.

Q. Can you tell us why sometimes a medium who viansther
cannot get any communication?

A. Because two negatives hawveet, and, therefore, the law cannot
act. Two positives, when meeting, are apt to genresponse one
from the other. Spirit-manifestations
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are governed by electric and magnetic lawsNsubtle fourekerlying
the external. Physical forces are very powerful. They are, intheed,
law, and whoso would receivkeir aid, must come into communion
and assimilation with them. It igery rare that one medium can gain
satisfactory communication from the departédough any other,
except in such instances as where the medused by the
communicating spirit is, of the two, theost powerful; but where
they both stand upon the same mediumistic plane of minb@ahd

it is very hard for the spirit to commune with the avigo desires
communion.

Q. Do spirits measure time as we do?

A. No, they do not. There is rione nor place in the spirit-world
proper. If they measure time at all, it is according yur
understanding of time. It is in accordance wité rules of earth, the
rules of these external formsNnot with the internal, the spirit.

Q. Is spirit the producof matter, or matter of spirit, or are both
eternal?

A. Your speaker believes they areth eternal. There are certain
intelligences who contenthat matter is the result of spirit, and
certain others who contend that spirit is the result of maitter.
believe that yowcannot well separate spirit from matter. | believe
that spirit actaipon matter: matter chances its forms to satisfy the
requirements of spirit. The mechanic miust have the idea, or the
thought of the article he wishes to constrecg it comes into the
objective world. Here you see spirit behind the foand so |
believe itever is. But as spirit is dependent, for its mode of
manifestation, upomatter, so matter is dependent for its existence
upon spirit. The two act in concert together. One would be
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a nonentity without the other. This world and tha&ld of mind are
wedded together. These forms ahelir indwelling life are wedded
togetherMind and matter go hand in hand throughout eternity, |
believe.

Q. Matter is transmutetfom one form of being, to another. Is it
equally true of spirit? Is animal life transmuted into hunaman
into angelic, and thus back again into human?

A. The spirit or essence of life, we believe, is the same yestdéoday,
day, and forever. In essencedver changes. It always was perfect,
is, and alwaysvill be perfect. It is only the external that changes. |
may influence the dog dhe horse; he may obey my will, and to
that extent he may become my medium or subject thradgth my
spirit manifests, precisely similar to that which is seen thrabgh
physical form. Indeed, the spirit has ffrms by which it manifests
itself to the externalvorld. The mechanic manifests his life in
constructinghese objects (table, &c.). The artist, when he pictures
his thoughts, places his life there. The astronomleen he searches
out worlds, throws his life therd@he geologist, when he enters in
thought down deep into theeart of the earth, throws his life there.
Soul goes everywhere. Soul has dominion over the fish of thensea
the fowlsof the air; over all things that ever have been, are, or ever
will be. All things become mediums througlhich the soul
manifests. You mistakevhen you suppose that these physical
forms are the only machines through which the sil,intelligent
part, manifests itself. Look abroad throughthé universe, and you
will see that you are mistaken. Mind is exert@drywhere, and you
cannot exert your mind upon any one object, or in@mg direction,
without throwing
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your life there, and that life has become incorporatexthe object.
The artistmanifests through his glorious landscape; the sculptor
through the grand form of marble, which seemshasigh it would
speak. His life is there; though the marbteers no sound, though it
gives back not evensagh to your admiration, still the artist's life is
there. If you will only search into this glorious sciemfelife, you

will beholdfor a certainty that mind is acting everywhere; not only
through these forms, but through every conceiviiia that has an
existence.

By Hosea Ballou, Oct. 8, 1867.

Q. As human souls unfold in spirit-life, will theglso pass farther
away from our earth? If so, will thmemory of having lived upon
the earth finally become obliterated from their minds?

A. The soul is not bound ta@ny special locality. It exists
independent of locality. It is not at all necessary thasthut should
pass away from the earth and its conditions after it rises freate

of ignorance to a state of wisdom, @om unhappiness to
happinessfor there are quite as many souls in the kingdom of
wisdom on the earth as anywhere else; and @sitmany souls in
the kingdom ofheaven even, here upon earth, as in the farthest
condition of human existence that you are ablediaceive of. The
soul is not governed Hycalities, or by the conditions of time. It is

of itself a thing eternal. It belongs to eternity, and progresses
according to the laws of eternal life.

Q. Was there ever a periodtime history of man when his soul was
not an immortal entity?

A. The soul we believe to be co-existent with God, tedefore
eternal. We believe it ever had an existence
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as a distinct entity, and we believe it will ever contitméhave an
existence; but that it will perpetually change itsrm of
manifestations, so that whilgou recognize it by its external
expressions, you will be apt to consider thdtas changed states,
has lost its priority; but it is ndo. It is the same yesterday; to
day, and forever.

By William E. Channing, Oct. 10, 1867.

Q. If astrology and prophecy be true, so thdatire events can be
foretold, does it not teach foreordination, and that wanatevholly
responsible for our acts?

A. There are different kinds of responsibility: as many different
kinds as there are souls to be responsibat a great eternal law
runs through all the events lie, | believe. | believe, also, that it
determines concerning all the events of life; and that, whetieer
will or no, it will shape our destiny; whether we will or no, we are
carried onby this great tide of being, which we cannot successfully
go against.l believe that every human soul, as an intelligence,
possesses each its distinctive quality of responsibility. Jiat s&
that soul understands what right is, just so far that soul is
responsible to that law of righAnd whoso sins against it, sins
against what may properly be termed the Holy Ghost; kool of
nothing holier than the divine law which makes us conscious of right.
Q. One says, in the "Bannef Light," that the spirit, the intelligent
part, the motive power, does rawell within the body. Now | had
supposed that the spiritual body dwelt within the matdraaly,

and separated from it at death, ded¢ame the immortal form of the
inner spirit. Will you explain this point?

A. No, it does not dwell within the body, any more
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than the performer on the musical instrument dwells withie
instrument. It is outside of the body, but adapted so far as it is

in rapport with the body. Sdar as there is disease, the spirit is not
present in full actionNhas lost its control precisely upon shene
principle that a musical performer would lose control of the
instrument when one of the keysas out of order. People who
believe that the spirit dwells within the bodyill have to unlearn
their mistake sooner or later.

Q. When you control the medium, do you enter her famtome in
rapport with the physical aura of her system?

A. No, | surround it; | enclose it within my spiritual embraceact
upon it precisely as she, in her normal condition, acts upon it.

THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST.

Our attention has been called toaticle which appeared in your
last issue.* It seems to be in part a criticism uporaréicle which
appeared some time since concerning the biftdesus the Christ,
and, in part, iseems to be the opinion of the writer, founded upon
certain mythological antheological researches. In his opinion Jesus
the Christ did have a miraculous birth and conception.his
opinion, the Virgin Mary was overshadowed by Hay Spirit, the
great God-principle, and asresult of the overshadowing, Jesus the
Christ was bornHe believes also that his birth was foretold long
before the event tooklace; and he cites, as one of his greatest
reasons for

NNN

* Referring toan article signed OJustice" (printed in the OBanner of
Light" the second week in October), in which the writdticises the

answer given by the spirit of Rev. hanning to a ™ Minister of the
Gospel" on the same subject.
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believing in the miraculous conception of Jesus Clihstappearing

of the star of Bethlehem; and he informs us thasthe disappeared
when Jesus disappearedfanm from earth; that it appeared only
for the short space of his lifetime, and then went away, having
performed its princelynission. It is impossible to give an elaborate
answer to the article in the short spat¢ime allotted to us on this
occasion. But we can throw out a few hints, whiclthdy do not
serve him well, may serve somebody else.

Standing, then, upon what he deems tothee most conclusive
evidenceof the miraculous conception of Jesus the Christ, we have
only to look the world through, to scan thistory of all nations, all
the different tribes that have existed the face of the earth since
intelligence had a being, and we sHalirn that every nation under
heaven, every distinct tribe that had any idea of religias a
similar tradition. Leus look, for instance, at the Chinese records,
the oldest upon the earth. Therefimel a passage, when translated,
running thus: "And a star appearadthe East, showing to the magi
where the king reposed, and its beams did lead his ediféhlyand
enter his celestial life, showing to tlsat he was born of the star,
and destined to be king over tpeople of the celestial empire."
Now this tradition dates far, far badk the past, and this is only
one account of the many which we havenind; indeed, as we have
before affirmed, every tribthat lays claim to religious intelligence
has the samiadition. How then has the Christian world any more
right to it than any other? We cannot skat they have. We look
upon it as simply a tradition thbélongs to all ages, and we believe
that it has its origin in the worship



FROM THE SPIRIT-LAND. 57

of the heavenly bodies. It couldve originated nowhere else. The
writer of the article seems to be impressed with theticizamodern
Spiritualism is the exhibition of Anti-chrisgnd that it is to the
second coming of Chriswhat John the Baptist was to his first
appearing. He seems to believe, if we have rigltiglerstood him,
that Jesus the Christ at léecond appearing is to set apart his
kingdom on the earth, and is to regppreme over all the nations of
the earth. He believes that he wk acknowledged, that he will
assert his power; and he seems to believe that hbendttended by
all the paraphernalia of Heatherythology, by the glory of life, or,
as he says, by a glory so far exceedmgnan sense that human
senses cannot understand it. Now to us there is eledence that
he has mixed up within his reasoning faculties certain portions of
Heathen mythology and Christian theologynd has so woven the
two together thahe himself cannot distinguish between them. He
haserected an altar, partly real and substantial, or spiritual and
substantial, and partly from a belief in the ignorance of qupet. He
goes on to provehat Christ was an exception to all other forms on
the earthpy citing what the record tells us the angel said to Mary.
Well, there are as many differenbnstructions put upon these
words which the record gives as there are minds to think upon
them. No two, even in theology, determine exactly atibecerning
them. Again, the writer say#,he was not unlike all other forms, if
he was not wholly different in a special sense, why ihat he
could control the winds and the wav&¥fy could he perform such
healing works, when no one else bagn able to do the same? Here
we shall take exception. So far as the healing is
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concerned, there are persons north south, east and west, who,
under properconditions, are able to do the same that he did, and
even more, for hesays himself, "I cannot work wonders here,
because ofour unbelief. | cannot cure your sick here, because you
do notbelieve in me or my works." Modern healers go farther than
that: they set aside your unbelief, and in many instaocges you,
whether you believe aro. Now, as regards the walking upon the
water, which he cites as evidence of his divinifgu may as well
call the DavenporBrothers especially divine because their guardian
spirits took them over theater and they were not drowned. There
IS positive evidence that this was done. You may asdeelare that
Shadrach, Mesheclnd Abednego were specially divine because
they came out of the furnace heated seven times hotter thas it
wont to be heated, without the smellfioé upon them. It is well to
look religion fairly in the face, awell as everything else. It is not
wellto stand too far from it, because if you do you are apt to lose
its reality. It is not well to stand apart from our God and endeavor
to analyze him. If we would know himye must come into
distinctive rapport with him. The positionwvhich we held in the
article which has been so severefticised, we still hold, because
we know it is absolutely of goddundation. We do not believe in a
God outside and apart from Nature. We believe in a Godghat
humanity. We believe in a Gathat makes all things divine. We
believe in a God that hallows tflewers as he hallows our souls;
and we most fervently pray that we may never so far forget
ourselves as to believe in a Gatho would bestow special favors
upon any one of his children more than upon the whole.
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In conclusion, we would say, if the writer of the article hasranye
thoughts tdhrow out upon the ocean of intelligence, if we are able
to cope with them we shall gladly do so.

By Theodore Parker, Oct. 13, 1867.

Q. Can you give us adea of the language in use in spirit-land? We
have an impression that you have neither speecHanghter, as
known to us; that all thought, "from grave to gay, from livigy
severe," is understood rather than expressed.

A. If there were naeexpression there would be no external; there
would be no individualization; there woulde no form; but
everywhere oneast void, which to the soul would be meaningless.
But, thanks be to the great, wise Master Mechanic, ferparried
into the spirit-world.Outward expressions are seen and felt and
heard even therd@here is music in the land of souls, so far beyond
the music of earth's spheres, that were you this hcae toanslated
there, you would scarcely comprehend And if you had any
devotion within your inner life, you would beery likely to fall
down and worship th&od of Music. O, yes, there is sound, sight,
and feeling in the land of souls. It is not a meceld of imagination,

a something devoid of beauty, a great chaos, maither form nor
fashion. No. It is more beautiful than this earthly spladraction,
having forms and various conditions of being.

Q. If there is no disease in spirit-larahd all are physically perfect,
why is amedical science there? what the motive for its pursuit
where there is no object for its exercise?

A. There is disease in the spirit-land, for there are
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quite as many mentallments as there are physical ailments. Every
kind of sorrow is a diseasand souls experience the keenest sorrow
in spirit-land.It is fair more acute than that you take cognizance of
here in this world. There is quite as much netdoul-physicians as

of physicians to take charge tife human body. And it would be
well for those medical men whose business it is to resiseased
physical forms to health, to cartlgeir science a little farther, and
seekto become physicians of the soul, that they may carry their
practice into the spirit-land, and be of use whkey shall enter
there.

Q. If our spirit-friends are with us iearth-life, and are acquainted
with our surroundings, why ig that they do not control those
surroundings foour good? and why is it that we are not conscious
of their presence? Your inquirer has long prayed $ome
manifestation of their presence, but without success.

A. It does notfollow that because they may understand the
surroundings of those with whom they comecontact in the earth

life, that they should be always able to control theseoundings,
nor does it follow that they would always wish tb.should be
understood that each soul has duties of its owpetdorm. You
may as well ask whyg certain merchant on Washington Street, or
any of them, daot leave their own business to interest themselves
in the business of some other merchant, because, forsooth, they
know of the business affairs of that merchamtgd know, perhaps,
that he is introuble? Simply because duty to self is not only the
first law of earth, but oheaven; and, because it is, every spirit
should depend upon its own internal aexternal sources for
happinessNfor what it desires. That that confresn the external,
from another, is rarely appreciated
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by the spirit; but that which is outwrought from its ovife, or
gathered fronthe external by the earnest workings of its own inner
life, is always best adapted to the neefdthe spirit. Therefore it is
that those millions of sympathizing spirits who have pats®adigh
death, though thegnay be in the fulness of sympathy with their
suffering friends, yet you may heao sound from them. They may
be, as itwere, shut out from their consciousness, having no
interference with your earthly affairs, becauses ibetter that it is
so. It is better, perhaps, that they let you work out your own
salvation, though it be with fear and trembling.

Q. The followers of Ann Lee believe she was inspiua] uttered
many things which they say were communicated toften the
spirit-world. Were those influences from tbpirit-world, or was
she under the influence of liquat the time, as many suppose?
They believe, too, that their peculiar manner of &fed mode of
worship came from the spirit-land, through thediumship of some

of her followers. Is that so? And,the system is what they believe
it to be, why do they not increase as other sects do?

A. | believe that the founder of Shakerism wawveay superior
medium, and undethe special direction of a class of disembodied
spirits,Nnot ardent spiritsbut souls, who once lived in forms of
flesh. There are not many who desire to |etreepleasures of the
world to enter aociety which eschews many of the so-called evils,
of the world.Therefore it is that there is not a large increase among
them; norwould it be well for them to increase largely. They are
acted upon, | believe, by a spirit-band in the land of sauld, are
acted upon to this end: that they may
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throwout a certain magnetic influence that the world's people have
need of. They are what thaye, more for the benefit of the world's
people than for their own benefihough they know it not. They
are laboringmagnetically, or the spirits through them, for the world
entire, not for themselves.

By Joseph Lowenthal, Oct. 15, 1867.

Q. Do the spirit-intelligences who control #iis circle approve of
the Massachusetts prohibitory liquor law, or otherwise?

A. Restraint, when guided by wisdom and lovefigood; but when

it is guided by ignorance, and love is wanting, then it is algtat to
destruction, and the very end that is soughtis never reached. |
believe that there are many spirits wiisit this place who are in
favor ofthe Massachusetts prohibitory liquor law. There are also
many othersvho are against it, and who seem to use all the power
of which they argossessed to throw obstacles in the way of its
success. For be understood, the inhabitants of the world that is
unseen do very often come into close, very cl@gort with those
who are still clothed with the flesh, aagercise a very large amount
of power over those who are in thesh, and over the conditions of
time. That class of spiritwho favor the so-called license law, are
those who believe that this generation, and particularly the afass
mind that finds expression upon this continent,Nthis republican
people,Nthey believe will be better governed by mosalasion;
better governed by erecting for them a certtandard which they
themselves subscribe to; rear for them an altar whichatteewilling

to recognize and worship at. "Then," say these intelligences beyond
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the grave, "theend sought for by both parties will at last be
reached.” Your speaker has no opinion to offer, saaehe believes
that as God is walkinthrough the nations, he himself will finally
purge you from all the so-called evils that float in social life.

Q. I would like to ask if a large number of those who are among us
addicted to the inordinate use of alcohol, are twoa great extent,
influenced by those in the other world who have not yet beert@ble
rid themselves dhe habits and appetites they possessed here; and
if so, whether it i;not possible to reach the parties suffering, rather
by calling back the spirit of one in the spirit-body and treating him
through a medium or otherwise, s to deliver him from the
condition from which héas been suffering? We wish to ascertain
your opinion as to the possibilitf ridding ourselves and others of
those habits, which ardiseases; and equally of other physical
diseases in that way.

A. A certain amount, inay say a very large amount, of all diseases,
either physical, or mental, or moral, are augmented tlog
interference of foreign spirits; thereforeyou would gather in their
causes entire, so far as you are able to, you gatisér such in also.

If you wouldrid the little branches of disease, you must commence
at the root. Then yowill commence right. But generally it is the
habit of mortals to deal heavy blows at all esffects, failing to
touch the cause, so tlfect is fought against and fought against,
and it continually rears its head like a monsteyour midst, over
which you seem to have no control. Sometimeental, physical,
and moral diseases have their souecgirely within the human
physique, and no outside interferercan be traced. But those are
the exceptions,
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not the ruleWhen you understand the laws governing through all
the minutiae of lifeyou will know how to live in health. Disease
will depart from you, and a heaven upon earth will have begun.

By William E. Channing, Oct. 17, 1867.

Q. Does the fact of one's having committegicide impede his
progress in the spirit-world more than if another had kitied, or
render him more unhappy?

A.Yes, because ttsoul that has committed suicide, as you term it,
is very apt to learn that that is ribe better way; very apt to learn
that it must, througkevere experience, learn of the better way, and
very apt to learn that it would have been far easier to have ghieed
experience that was necessarytf@ soul in and through its own
body, than in any other way; therefore it mustpe€essity, drink
more or less deeply of the cug remorse. But, like all other
mistakes in life, it always carries its owntidote. When a sufficient
quantity haseen ministered unto the spirit, it comes forth washed
clean, regenerated and rejuvenated, and ready for the march of life.
Q. How dowe reconcile the existence of evil in this world with the
goodness and wisdom of God?

A. We reconcile it in this way. As God is everywhere, anthe® is

no place without him, no condition without him, so then Gouh is
what you call evil, and, being stronger thanek@, is amply able to
take care of it. | believe that all the experiencedifef all the
conditions of life, however low they may seem to be, @rea
necessity,Na necessity growing out of the conditiointhe earth
upon which you exist, a necessity growimgt of the condition of
the planets by which you are
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surrounded, and a necessity growomg of your own internal and
external condition. Therefore, this position be a correct one, the
goodness oBod is displayed in the exhibition of the so-called evil,
as it is displayed in any other condition in life.

By William E. Channing, Oct. 24, 1867.

Q. After a long separation, how are teerecognize our friends in
the spirit-land?Nthe body we have seen and known, rimit the
soul.

A. Surely you arenot to recognize them by their outward
characteristics alone. It is not alone by fdirat you are to know
those who have gone on before you, wiea shall meet them in
the land, of the hereaftdut there is a certain power by which the
soul can recognize those with whom it has been familianaiters

not whether agdsave passed between them since they have met in
the external or not. There m® such thing as forgetfulness for the
soul. Memory ieternal. It is an attribute of the soul, and therefore
is eternal. You need not fear that you will notréeognized by your
friends, or thatyou will fail to recognize them, for by that law that
binds you together as friends, you cannot fail to recognize fhieen.
law is ever active, and all may make use of it whenever they desire
so to do.

Q. Are the surroundings and influences for good ewitithe same in

the spirit-land as in earth-life? If so, what do we gain by the change?
A. They are proportionately the same, but you are just oneastep,
one only, in advance of the earth-life.

Q. Is there night and day theréf” other words, are light and
darkness the same there (as here?

A. There is what is equivalent to night and day,
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light and darkness, but it is not the same ashaue here. That you
have here is adaptéa your earthly needs; that we have is adapted
to spiritual needs. If there are no more questiaesyill proceed to
answer in brief a question which we have received franmdividual
who is radically opposed, as he inforins, to King Alcohol. And
because his, he asks that those spirits who declare that they have
power, or can exert power ovédre conditions of time, will return
exercisingtheir power towards the destruction of King Alcohol. He
says, Ol am told thite law of chemistry is well understood in the
spirit-world. Now if itis, cannot the spirits, by taking advantage of
the law, destroy King Alcohol? drive him out of the domain of
Nature, so that there shakk no more tears shed on his account? so
that much of the misery that now fills the earth may disappear?"
Well, allowing thatany class of disembodied spirits had that power
to changethe conditions by which you mortals are surrouniled,
allowing that they are permitted to exercise their powpon
you,Nwould it be well for them to carry out theishes of him who
has calledupon us? Would it be well to even seek to drive King,
Alcohol out of the domain of Nature? We argue it wouldbeotvell.

Let us brieflyconsider from what King Alcohol has come. Let us
analyzehim. Scientific men inform us that he has been born of
carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen. These are the causeshdkiat
produced him. They are in existence everywhere. There jdace
devoid of them. Life would cease to be hathout them. Rob the
vegetable kingdom of them, and it becomes extinct, and the isame
true of every other department in Nature. Now, since it is
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always well to strike at the cause of every so-cadlgbeffect, if we
expectto destroy effectually the effect we must begin at the cause.
Now supposing for anoment we had the power to drive these
elements out of Nature, what would be the result? Westruction,
certainly. Nothing short of it. It would kees possible to destroy the
universe, to blot it out of existence, as to ldat the essential cause
of King Alcohol. It cannot be done. God himsedinnot do it, and at
the same time sustain his laws. We are not arguintavor of
alcohol. We arguagainst its abuse. But its uses are manyNtoo
many for us to attempt to enumerate them here. Now, wole
wise for us toseek to destroy even this effect of these great
principles in Nature, since it can be put to so mgmyd and proper
uses? Would be wise to seek to destroy it because, forsooth, one
half of creation sees fit to abuse it? Mayould not. Rather seek to
enlighten merand women. Rather seek to bring them upon a higher
level, and then thewill use and not abuse it. First, begin biick
away back. Turn the leaveser, leaf by leaf, and you will perceive
that nine tenths of all those people wimv down as servants to
King Alcohol, are absolutely forced into tlndition by ante-natal
forces over which they have control. Seek, then, to regulate your
affairs in this direction. Seek to bring men up beyondthese of it,
and beyond the abuse of everything Gag given you. Use all, but
abuse noneemembering that the great All-Father has given you all
these things by which you are surroundedNand alcabolno
exceptionNfor your good. Instead of seeking testroy these
evils,Nevils you callthem,Nseek to get yourselves a plane beyond
them, so that you can rule



68 FLASHES OF LIGHT

them,and they cannot rule you. Bring the nations up to a standard
beyond the abuse of anything God has giventlad all these evils
will cease, and earth will become indeed a heaven.

By Lewis Howard, Oct. 28, 1867.

Q. Has our late war so far settled the disturbing element of slavery
andits party entanglements and entailments, North and South, that
we may avoid another conflict? And, furthermore, doesn#go
possess the characteristics that will enable tioirive successfully
and happily with the white at the South, or wouldot be better

for him to remove to some otheountry and live by himself, and
this without derogating from his rights, whicke see God has
determined he shall have?

A. The darkscenes of war through which this nation has but just
passed are still fresh in your minds, and evs&gne is peculiar to
itself andpossesses its own life. Every son and daughter claiming a
home on this American continent, thhhs come to years of
understandingjeed not be told that there is still a spirit of discord
alive. The hoarse mouth of the cannon and the sharp eddw of
sword have failed tdestroy it. It lives still, and has its own law
outside the law of active life. Therefore, if it isaation, you may
know thatit will culminate in some peculiar form or other, at some
time or other; it may be in tHar distant future, and it may be very
near at hand. | believe that fiesent scene of strifeNit is present,
for it is with you even nowNwill be followed bpne upon a mental
plane. It may be called a mental war. And, as the pen idcdd
moreterrible than the sword, so thought is more terrible than deed,
though you may not so understand
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it. And | believe that war that i® come will do more towards
liberating the slaves upon this contingh&n that through which
you have juspassed. The physical war has brought the North to a
better understanding withe South, and vice versa. And, therefore,
it has conditioned both so that this mental war, witeshall be
opened, will result in good. The North will say to the SolYlgu
have a right to expect this much of me;" and Soeith will say to

the North, "You have aght to expect this much of me." The negro
claims his home here, and he has the rgghto do. The soil is as
much his as yours, and should you attemptreimove himNit
matters not whether your motive be good or badNwwili find that

the policy will not work as wellvith him as it has worked with the
red man. He knows you too well, and, knowing you, will exergise
God-given power in consonanegth his knowledge. He will not be
driven fromhence without warfare. He knows his rights, and will
fight for them, and the great army of freedm&ho have gone
yonder will fight for him tooThe lesson that the great All-Father
has sought to impress upon your minds, namely, the right of
freedom for all, and justiceNas iheans with GodNyou have failed

to learn. Notwithstanding your homes have been desolategpand
heartshave been wrung by the loss of near and dear friends, still
your lesson is not half learnedow that the negro is in part a
freedman, now that yowannot buy or sell him bodily, you
determineNmany of youNto do so mentally and socialljyow that

it has been determined that he has a rightis freedom, many of
you determinghat he must exercise that right in some foreign land.
But, I tell you,inasmuch as he knows his rights, he will fight for
them. The last few years have
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educated him in warfare, and, if need be, he will throvkihdsvledge
into the scale against your injustice, and who, think you, will come
off victorious? The voice of God has been soundorgyears over
your land, "Let my people go!" but you have held them in badg,
when you can do so no longgou desire that they shall depart out
of your coast. No, no, it cannot be. It never will be.

Q. Is the doctrineof pre-existence, or the idea that man always
existed as a conscious individual being, true?

A.l believeit is true. If | doubted that | had existed as a conscious,
individualized intelligence throughout all past eterniitghould have

no hope for the future.

Q. Does the controlling influence have akgowledge of a life
previous to that which he experienced while in the body here?

A. Absolute, perfect, and clear.

Q. Does not the theory of progression beliewredy Spiritualists,
and so often found in communicatidnem spirits, carry with it, as

a natural sequence, the idea of a starting-point or a beginning?

A. No, by no means. Because you liveder a law of infinite
progress, you are not to suppose thate was a time when you
were beyond the limits of that law. No, | do not believe thatsoul
everhad any starting-point. | believe it always has existed, else |
could have no hope that it always would exist.

By Arthur Fuller and G. A. Redman, Oct. 29, 1867.

Q. Can departed friends seuvbe silver cord that binds us to our
material body, if the spiriinhabiting that body desires it, and the
spirit-friends are anxious or
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willing to grant that desire? We believe they can. Are we right or
wrong?

A. You certainly areright in your belief; for if the spirit was
possessed of that power while in thaly, it certainly is possessed
of it after leaving the body.

Q. In the Banner of the 22df September, 1866, the controlling
spirit, in answer to certain questions, uses the following language:
"This is a truthNa great and mighty truthNthat y@ue all changing
places. That you die, is proof of it; that you live aga@tyond the
tomb, is another proof dff that as ages shall again roll on you will
again inhabit human forms, is still furthproof of it." Does the
controlling spirit mean that spirits, after being separétech their
earthly tenement, will again occupy a human badythey did
before the dissolution? And if so, will those bodies be sulbgect
decay as were the former one$fe above message of the
intelligence isnot clear, and a little explanation and further
information is solicited.

A. The theory of the resurrectionists is by no means without
foundation. But they have arrived at a wraagclusion. One of our
most able speakermsnce said that the air was full of truth, and
whoso was most susceptibieould receive it first. Now these
resurrectionists have perceived the truth and gragipdout they
have applied it in the wrongace. They believe that the spirit is to
return after the lapse of yeasd inhabit this old body again, living
on a new earth and under new circumstanbas,having the old
body. Well,that the spirit will return to earth again and become re
incarnated in a humarody, there is much evidence. Indeed, all that
we have been able to gain is very largely in its fawBut our
experience does not determine that we
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shall come again and inhabit the old bodies that we haveffaifihe
soul, the thinking, the intellectual part of man, finds expressiome
through organized form, and if it expresgeslf upon earth, it must
express itself according the laws of earth; and as the human form
is thehighest in existence, and the form through which the soul can
best express itself, we believe that the sofilhose who have gone
beyond this world of man, full of shadows and sunbeamsyetulin
again at some far-oftiture period, to live again through human life,
and that human life, we beliewgill be in a different condition from

the life of to-day, yet it will be organized, life in humorm. The
ancients, who believed in this thedny a certain extent, had more
correct ideas than the world has to-d#ye do not wonder that
many souls in contemplation of this theshudder at it, since they
have, many of thentasted very largely of the sorrows of time; but
if they would pause and consider thia¢y are in the hands of an
infinite law that willguide them whithersoever it will, whether they
will or no, they would cease to mourn, methinks, over what is best
for themNover whatall their mourning will not change. All life, we
aretold, moves on by distinct degrees, and it moves in cycles. It is
rounded into being by passing through the varexseriences of
human andntellectual life. If this be true, have we any guarantee
against returning again warth? Able minds contend that we have
none; and your speakenimself believes that there is much
soundness in the theory.
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By Prof. Edgar C. Dayton, Oct. 31, 1867.
TRIBUTE TO JOHN A. ANDREW.

We are told that Massachusetts this day mouhes loss of a
favorite sonNan honored child. Thoughsister State claims him by
right of birth, yet Massachusetts claims him by right of love and
public duties. But is he lost? Will no echo ansther question? Is
the power that prompted him to kinddeeds and kindly words
forever silenced in death? Will he linger lomger in the midst of the
family circle? Will he bless no longer the Commonweatth
Massachusetts? Is he dead? Thesguaestions that Massachusetts
should answer. The spirit of the age can answer toethe entire
satisfaction of Massachusetts whenever she shlllupon her for
an answer. Are all those leading minds that made glorious theopage
her history dead? Those who have passed beyond nsbatel
those whose forms you have mourned over; thdsase voices you
hear no longer, are they lost? If they are, then Massachugebisris
indeed. But thanks be to the overruling power and@heat Spirit

of infinite love, they are not lostior are they removed to some-far
off clime, to somalistant star, to pursue a course of action entirely
different from that theypursued while here. No; the power of love,
thoughearthly, is infinite and grand. Death cannot touch it. Change
has no power over it. It outlives all changenitts defiance to death;
for the Great Fatheof life has been pleased to crown it with his
own being, and seal it with his own seal. It carthet Even while
we are speaking, the honorddad,Nor he who is dead to yd\,
even while we are speaking, his
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happy spiritNhappy in the consciousnesshaiving done right so
far as he understodtlwhen hereNis being welcomed to the land
where the soul understands itsklf better than amid the clogs of
mortality. Every souldesires to hear those sublime and cheering
words: Well done, good arfdithful servant; thou least been faithful
over a few things, now | will make thee ruler over many." Amel
spirit of these words is beirghed this hour upon him who has just
left you. And he knows that his earthly labomist done. Though
the golden bowl is broken at the fountain, though the sdoed is
loosed, yet life remains the sanand all those sublime traits of
character that g make up an honest man still live, and will be
called into action in the world of mind whither litas flown.
Massachusetts, who could affordetcecute those persons who fain
would have brought tidings from tlgeeat hereafter many years ago,
should afford to-day to answer the question concerhigdead.
Are they lost? or are they found in the Sumrhand of action?
Havethey been removed to satisfy vindictive vengeance? No. All
Nature answersno. But in strict accordance with the great
immutable law of universal lifehey have changed statesNhave laid
off the mortal, and are now standing up in the digartg royalty of
immortality. Will they weep over your sorrows and mistakay?
they will. Will they rejoice over your honest victories? over your
best endeavors? Ay, they wiWill they enter with all their soul
power into thehigh and holy objects which absorbed their mortal
lives? They will. Will theybe satisfied with the enjoyment of afar
off heaven? No, they cannot. For the attracting power earthward is
too strong, and earth has still longer need of them. And
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becausshe does need them, here they will remain, working for the
enfranchisemerdf humanity everywhere; praying to the great God
of universal mind that you may speedily be free fromshadows
that close around you, as nations andimabviduals. When the
shadow of the wing of the Angel @feath falls across the way of
human hearts, then it is, if ever, thhbose hearts are turned away
from the scenes of earth; turned away, fiar beyond these material
scenes, to thoghat are more real and more sublimeRNto those that
belongto the spirit. Then out of the shadow the crushed heatrt lifts
its prayer to the great God all, asking to know OWhere, O, where
are the loved ones who have been removed from our digat2ee
the cold, silent form before us, but where, O, whetieasspark that
made glad its being? Where, O wherghat that recognized and
answered tour love?" In answer to such prayers as these, modern
Spiritualism has come. She has flung b#ok shadows, and has:
invited every soul to come straightway to the thronalafighty
truth, there to receivewhatever may be necessary for their
unfoldment. Spiritualism leads you to a recognition oflitee after
death. It shows you somethimgore than the shadow of death. It
shows you the sunbeam beyond. It tgtls where your loved ones
have foundheir home. It answers all their questions with regard to
life after deathO, then, ye who mourn the loss of loved ones, turn
to this modern and: ancient angel combined in one, as&mbght.
And Massachusetts, you whose love fag greater than your
injustice, O, turn byhe torch of that love the leaves of life's Book,
and as you turn them, you will read the ansteetthe question,
Where, where are our honored dead?
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Q. Will parents and children who artsmavoidably separated long
years upon the earth, be united in that relatiothé spirit-world?

or will the children outgrow altecollection of, and affection for,
their parents, and not know they ever belonged to them?

A. The attraction or law that binds soul to soul, isinoany way
dependent upon the body orétgperience. If a parent and child are
bound together by spiritual law of attraction, there is nothing that
can sever it, no power the&n separate them, and they as naturally
gravitate together as all apple will fall to tlggound if some
interposing power does not bred@k fall. The law of spiritual
affinity is supposed by many to be dependeng tertain extent,
upon human conditions, human experience. But it is not staritls
above and apart from humbfie. There are many parents who have
no spiritual love for their childremnd vice versa. Such cannot hope
to enjoy each other's society in the spirit-land, nor will they wish to.
Q. Is the theory of thepirit's home, or "zones of spirit-land," as
described by Hudson Tuttle in his "ArcamiaNature," correct in its
main features? If so, what becomesh&m in the far distant future,
when this earth shalhave grown old and passed away, as an
earth,Nas | understand it will, by almost all writers on the
Harmonial Philosophy?

A. Everything,spirit as well as matter, is subject to the law of
progress. Everythings constantly passing through an unending
series of changes; therefaféhe spirit-land is a distinct locality, as
many writers affirm, you are to believe, if it holds connectiotin

the earth, that as the earth passes out of its material orbi& into
spiritual orbit, the spirit-land or zone will change to correspond
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to the earth. But your speaker does not believe thafpinéland is
confined to any particulalocality. The brief experience that has
been hisn the spirit-land, has taught him that the spirit-world is
everywhere: on the earth, under dath, above the earth; wherever
there is life, there is the spirit-land.

By Prof. John Hubbard, Nov. 4, 1867.

Q. If it is true that the soul has had a previous existence in some
other form before its connection with the bodsy is it that it has
no distinctive recollection of that existence?

A. The soul existed in embryo before it was projedt#d the
external world, before it was made apparent as an individual
according to the laws of time. And yet the soul, throughitshan
organism, has no memoof that prior existence. It can remember
back to the days of childhooldyt it can go no farther. There seems
to be a power governing the attribute of memory thatoisa very
great extent, dependent updéorm and the conditions of form.
Memory expressesself through form. It turns to the past through
form, and it stretches its clairvoyant vision fraime past to the
future through form; it is dependent upon the laws of ftwra very
greatextent. Therefore it is that you do not remember having had a
prior existence to the one which is now your owswmrcalled, as an
individual. | have no recollection ohn existence prior to the
existence of my earthly lifeyet | have listened to many who
declared that they hawedistinct recollection of scenes far, far back
in the, past, dating long before their earth-lives.

Q. Memory is eternal, and the soul's remembraricgaich a state of
life before the present would be as indelibly
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impressed on the future of ikxistence as its connection with the
body is.

A. That part of the subject hlsen answered, we think. A memory
Is, indeed, eternal, and, a® before remarked, it is dependent for
expression upon form, and for its peculiar mode of expregsien
dependent upon formVhat is memory to one individual is not
exactly memory to another. The attributd memory differs
according to the characteristics of the fottmough which it is
expressed.

Q. Some people believe in the transmigration of sddts.we take
some other form, and so go on in a constant radirErogression?
Does thesoul enter other bodies sometimes better and sometimes
worse than its own?

A. In onesense it does enter other bodies, and acts through other
bodies than the human; and, in another seisdpes not. For
instance: The mechanic may, to all intents and purpaseshrough

his mechanical skill, and express his life in some outward form, a
table,it may be, a chair, a dwelling-place. Who shall determine that
the life of the mechanic isot there? Certainly no one can. The soul
expresses itself, | believe, through all thabémeath it. Everything
becomes a medium for theoul. The granite rocks are the soul's
mediums, the skies, the aine water, the flowers, the beasts, the
birds, the fishesNeverythinghat is beneath the soul becomes the
agent of the soul; and $ar as the soul is able to find expression
through these formgr by the agency of these forms, so far it
becomes incorporated in tfeem allied to it. The ancients grappled
with a very great truth in their theory thfe transmigration of souls.
They intuitively perceived the power of the soul over all
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matter, and, perceivings power, they very naturally were led to
conclude that it would use the powemd, therefore, become
incarnated in other forms than the human.

By Thomas Paine, Nov, 5, 1867.

Q. If spirits do, as they sayisit other planets, | would ask if they
are inhabited? and if so, do you learn anything of themthefir
history, character, and condition, as compavéti the inhabitants

of the earth?

A.Very many of the planetse inhabited by animal and intellectual
life, while very many of them are not inhabiteadey not having
arrived at the stage where they can sustain animal and intell&fetual
combined. It is impossible taisit any such locality and not learn
something in consequence of the visit. Wl that all the planets
that we have beemade in any degree conversant with, possess
essentially, and to a great extent objectively, the difmeas the
earth. The atoms are aggregated differentlypbéo sure, but the
essence of the atoms is precisely the same the same general law
seems to govern them. The products of those pldéhatsseem to

be unfolded in nearly the same plane of the eah, nearly the
same as those of the earth. There is, to be aultéference; but it is

in the externamore than the internal. The great power that governs
this earth governs all other planets, déinely all are subservient to
this law; therefore the method of unfoldment must be similar.

By Theodore Parker, Nov. 7, 1867.

Q. Why is it that Spiritualists speao disrespectfully of religion,
and so malignantly towards any one that has doneharm, if he
belonged to a church? Does belonging to a charake the person
any worse?
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A. Thereare many persons who claim to be Spiritualists who are
only such in outward expression, whilde inward life of
Spiritualism they know nothing about. Spiritualism teaclaege
charity, andt also teaches you to be just. It does not teach you to
array the peculiacondition of any individual before the world, that
the world may censure and finally condem, Spiritualism does

no suchthing. Spiritualism points you to yourself, and bids you to
be exceedinglyvatchful over yourself, guarding your every act, and
renderingall acceptable to even the highest angels in the sphere
beyond time. Spiritualism does not proptsaevage war against the
churches, or against the membemmnposing the churches, but it
does propose to wage war against the darkness within the
churchesNthat which belongs particularly tiee churches, not the
outside acts of individual members. Spiritualism doaistell you to
blame the church because one of its members commits muraiey or
other crime. No, it advises to no such course. Now gaerist asks
why Spiritualists do thus and so? Wélley do so because they are
ignorantof the better wayNspiritually ignorant. They do not see
that in this course they are following directly in the wake of
theological darkness and bigotry. They fail to see thay are
enacting over and over again what they condemathers. If they

did see it, theyould be ashamed for themselves. They would turn
from the course, knowing\tas not the better way. Spiritualigis,
those everwho have only the outside of Spiritualism, who know
nothing of its inner life, evethat class who only make a profession
of belief in the return of dead men, womang children,Nshould be
exceedingly careful how they send out words and thoughtatbat
so exceedingly bitter against any one,
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whether in or out of the churclior their opponents, north and
south, east and wesgre watching them, trying to determine
concerning Spiritualism by the fruits thdSpiritualists bear. If they
bear slander, what sort afiotion can your opponents have
concerning you or thglorious cause you represent? If their fruits
arebitter, who can be nourished by them? No, no, ye Spiritualists!
even ye who float only on the surface, beware! for this graase
that is,so far as its expression on earth is concerned, dependent on
you for its growth, beware, | say, how you cause it to blusiidor

The time may come when Spiritualism will receive a siftiwgen all
such as are not Spiritualists at heart, as well as at headhewsiet
aside; and byvhom? Why, by the God of their own natures; for
they will be ashamed of their course, because they will seatd in
deformity, and they wilset themselves aside, waiting till they shall
be more worthy to enter the ranks of puamd undefiled
Spiritualism. We will answer a question brief, which has been
presented ufom one of the liberal minds of the age,Nliberal, in
certaindirections, in politics, in religionNSpiritualism exceptéd,

for hetells us at the outset that he has not made up his mind as to
whether or not Spiritualism is truee hopes it is true, thinks it is a
glorious religion, hopes it may sodrecome exceedingly popular;
and he mighbave added, When it does, | will openly embrace it.
And then he asks what is our opinion,Nours, the presiding spirits
the Banner of Lightooms,Nwith regard to universal suffrage. "Tell
us," he says, "ye who profess to be spirits that loae lived in
forms of flesh, whether yobelieve it is right for women to vote;
whether you believe it is right for them
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to stand side by sidepolitically, morally, socially, and
intellectually, with man. | am but ored many, therefore can only
answer for myself as a distinahdividuality. | claim to be
responsible for all that | utter, and for nothing maseit right for
women to vote? Is it best? Do ythunk they are capable of voting,
and doing justice to themselves and their country?" Tinege
questions thapassed through his mind, but found no external
utterance. Our answer may g@en in a very few words. If woman
is capable of being a motherttiose who make the laws of nations;
if she is capable of training the youngnd up to mature age, and
shaping its physical, social, and intellectual destiny, surelyishe
capable of taking a pairt politics. In very many instances she is
man's intellectual superior, an#now that, when taken as a whole,
she is in no way higferior. It is only the superstition of past ages
that has placed her upon a level beloan. God never placed her
there. Then has man the right to? Certainly not. And stmae
power that hath said, wittegard to the black man, "Let my people
go,"says the same with regard to woman. Give her her freedom, in
its largest and divinest sense. First, the religion in womapp®sed

to war. She intuitively feels that peace is betitem war. Woman,
by nature, is better fitted to receivepressions from the higher and
diviner life. Hence it is surely very possiltleat she may be so
guarded and guided by tHdée, that she will make no mistake, even
in casting her vote. Yes, as an individual, | am in favourofersal
suffrage. | am in favor of bursting every kindamfnds. | am in favor
of lifting the race higher, and still higher. But the great ruskiohg of
human progress is
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settling this question for you. | need not cotoealiscuss it; whether

| come or not, it will be discussed and settled. Jdrme great power
that determinesoncerning all things, also will determine concerning
this'; and since the dams that superstibiaa built against this great
flood-tide of human progress are being sveepdy need we fear for
the result? | certainly do not for one. | know that, as the imce
bound to rise in all things, it will rise in this. And | know athat as
the great congressf spirits are exerting now a wide-spread and
deep-seated powen the earth, they will not overlook this most
momentous question.

By Bishop Fitzpatrick, of Boston, Nov. 11, 1867.

Q. We are told that Christ was of poor parentage.dflepurse, had
no opportunities for education. Yet he wasle to confound the
greatest Jewish doctoo$ his day. How do you account for this, if
he was not divinely inspired?

A. By the action of anatural law upon the physical body. | account
for it as | would account for the same manifestation elsewhiéee.
are told, upon the very best authority, that the lady subjectNthe
medium through whom | am at presepeaking to youNat seven
years of age held converse with men and wowiem were versed in
the sciences of the timeand utterly confounded them with her
wisdom. It was said tibe some strange mystery; the brain was
affected; buthow, they did not see. At all events, a far greater
amount of wisdom was given through her when undeing@ration

of her guardian spirits, or entrancedtbgm, than she could by any
possibility have attained during heeven years of earth-life. Now
you pass by these things
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that are taking place in yoway; you go back eighteen hundred
years, to search for what was done throughmthe Jesus. You seek
to worship the glory of the pasiyerlooking entirely the glory of
the present. o not censure any one who cannot understand the
glory of this great truth, which has burst upon the world in such
refulgencel do not blame those who sit in the shadow; | sat there,
but a few months ago, myself. Butdo most earnestly pray, that
the sun may sooshine, and the darkness of the past, that has
forced its way into the present, may soon be forced otlidoglory

of the present hour. This is my prayer; and, as | feaitte in God, |
believe it will be answered.

By Thomas Paine, Nov. 12, 1867.

Q. Can we, after the spirit has left the bodppreciate and enjoy
the beauties of nature and art with the same facility thatoveow?

And if so,then please say, Can you, as individual spirits, in and of
yourself, independently of any extraneoasl from any other
source,Na medium, for instance,Ntake full and completgnizance

of any and all the beautifatenes you were accustomed to frequent
and admire while you were on earth?

A. Thesoul is so constituted that it is able to take cognizance of
whatever it is attractedinto under all circumstances. But, of
necessity, there are a great variety of degrees. For insitbnt¢en |

was onearth observing through human senses the glory of a certain
landscape, and having the pow@rremember that in my spiritual
state, and the desire algpbehold it again, | could not, without the
aidof earthly senses, be able to take cognizance of the earthly part
of the glorious picture;
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but | should be able to talkmgnizance of the more real, the more
substantial, the more glorious part, which was the spiott have
been taught by those who have returned, giving their vidves;
experience in the spirit-worlthat every material form has its inner
life, its spirituallife, its divine representation; and that that inner,
that spiritual, that divine, corresponds to teeternal. God, |
believe, wouldbe very partial, exceedingly unjust, if he were to
clothe theearth with so much grandeur and beauty, and deny the
same blessing to the heavens. | have more faithisnwisdom. |
believe his loveextends beyond the boundaries of earth; ay, more, |
know it. Therefore, all that finds expression on the esrthatural
form, finds expression also in the spirit-landgpiritual form, which
corresponds to the external, the natural.

By Thomas Paine, Nov. 14, 1867.

Q. | saw in the OBanner of Light," of September 14, an answe to
question pertainintp an intermediate state. The answer was, Ol do
not believe you will ever readat condition of perfection, in the
absolute, that so many souls aceearnestly seeking for. There will
always be a haven of rest in the futureNa something bttter that

you have reached.” Now, | should like to ask, what proitessoul,

or spirit, hago undergo in making these several changes? and if the
changes are as absolute and great as the change from the patural,
earth-life, to the spiritual, or invisible life, as itdgemetimes termed?
and if so, does it teach the immortality of the soul?

A. There are an infinite number, | beliew#,very marked changes to
be passed through in the spirit-life,
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similar to the chemical chance which has b&med death. The
speaker, on the occasion referred to, answeregligry for himself,
and for himself alone; but there amwusands and tens of thousands
of spirits who have laid aside the notion of ever baiblg to reach a
point of perfection, or even of rest, from which there isappeal.
Indeed, all thosespirits with whom your speaker has had the
privilege of coming into mental relations, whave made the science
of life a deep and soul study, have cdmehis determination. They
believe in the eternal progress of the samll, believing this, they
cannot see or realize any timestate of being wherein the soul can
say to itself, "I shall go no farther; I am content;" boh the
contrary, the soul can only be happy by virtuet®fown internal
and external beingNbyonstantly reaching out for something better
than it has already found. Yes, good friend, you will find thag as
spirit disembodied, you will constantlge called upon to pass
throughchanges distinct and marked, and changes that you will not
in the external realize.

By William E. Channing, Nov. 19, 1867.

Q. | saw in the "Banner," a few weeks sintlds question: OWhat
are the functions of the spleen?" Nowwould ask still further,
what effect does a diseased spleen hgnan the physical system
generally?

A. Medical men, who have made that branch of medical science a
study, tell us that the spleemay be called the magnetic stomach,
the organ that receives all the magnetic force thatersessary to
assistin running the machine, the body, from outside conditions. It
receives them, and by certain processdgpts them to the use of
the body. They tell us, further, that a diseased
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spleen produces most disastrous effdutsughout the entire body,
because it vitiates the entire magnetic currents, andt is upon
them that all the other organs adependent for natural vital
connections, if that is not what it should be, the connectiafi the
organs is correspondingly imperfect. Thising true, it is of the
utmost importance to life that the spleen be in good order.

Q. What connection is there between the phenomenapdigies of
modern Spiritualism, and the truths of religion and Christianity?

A. Modern Spiritualism is a natural, well-established truth. That
truth which runs through Christianity is the same. They ake
referable to the science of lifdhese and all other spiritual
phenomena, of whatever class or kind, areeddirable to the science
of life. All may be resolved back to life.

Q. Are not the words of a wise, honest, and good man, speaking
from thefulness of a good and generous heart, superior to anything
ever uttered by a medium, and far more trustworthy?

A. No. Why shouldhey be? If both are uttered from wise, good,
honest stand-points, why should you exclude the maiality of

the one while you embrat¢ke other? Truth is truth, from whatever
source it comes, or through whatever channelgivien. Ignorance is
ignorance; wisdom is wisdomhhave seen just as great an exhibition
of wisdom from the lips othildhood as | ever did from mature age.
Sometimes the wisdom of a Soloray pale before the wisdom of
childhood.

Q. What isthe practical utility, either morally or religiously, arising
from such communications as were revealed at the last two circles?
A. To some souls they demonstrate life after death.
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This is of more importance than everythirgljse combined.
Christianity has nevedemonstrated the immortality of the soul.
Modern Spiritualism has done it: therefdrstands, in that respect,
pre-eminently above Christianity. | mean that Christianity that
floating throughout the length adeadth of the land in the present
day. | do not mean that pure anddefiled Christ-spirit that is so
entirely covered upvith external observances and ceremonies that
are called Christianity. | medhe life of all those vague ceremonies,
which is entirely obscured by the external. | have faith thaary

by this internal life, this pure principle tluth that has run through
every religion, will finally work itself to the surface, wiihally so
clear itselffrom the clouds, from the superstition and darkness that
surround it, aso be made apparent to the soul that seeks for pure,
undefiled Christianity. The Christ-spirit teach@sversal love. Do
we find it with those who profess Christianity? No, we do not. On
the contrary, theywre very far removed from it. Christ taught his
followers to love one another; tlsacred law of love he sought to
enforce uporall his followers. He constantly preached of love. It
was the guiding star that led him on to glory. Butwhere shall we
find it among the churches who have taken his name to-dajodke

for it in vain. By. John Pierpont, Nov. 21, 1867.

Q. Is it true that thoughtikes form with spirits? In other words, if
a spirit thinks, sayof a landscape, does that thought body forth to
the spiritual sight a tangible presentation of the thing thought of?

A. No; | do not so understand itbElieve that thought, in concert
with action, can produce many, and,
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I may say, all the scenes of art. But | have no evidence lifat,
thinking of a beautifuflower, a beautiful landscape, or a beautiful
face, in the spirit-land omnywhere else, that that beautiful
landscape, or flowear face will be projected into existence simply
because | have thought of it, or deghat it might come to me. The
earth and the spirit-land are filled with all that is essentigh&o
soul's happiness. All the essential aidsspiritual progress are
placed in the spirit-land and in earth-life,vanerever the spirit, as a
spirit, can goNow, as spirit is possessed of a very large degree, to
say the least, of freedom when it casts off the mortal bodyveétrys
reasonable to suppose, that if | thinkadbeautiful landscape, place,
or thing, in my external life, | might commence actiorreach that. |
know in my soul-life that it exists in tangibleality somewhere, and

| seek it out. If my desire istrong enough, | do not stop till | reach
itN\till the object is gained, and &m thereby satisfied. In this sense,
and, | believejn this sense only, does thought produce external
objects, or bring them to us.

Q. If thought doesot take form with the spirit, then is it true that
the objectivities of the spirit-world appear fixed gmermanent, as
with us on earth? For instance, three persons, wgifHook at the
objects in a room, and weall see the same things. Is the
correspondence of this true with spirits?

A.Yes, certainlyNo two persons see or understand a thing exactly
alike. You should remember that; and where you havddbalty of
perception very poorly developed here, the spirit, in its
enfranchised condition, has it very largdgveloped. For instance, |
may saythat is a very poor paintingNa perfect daub. Somebody
else may say, lit is perfectly beautiful; it is food
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for my soul." These soul-feelings, for they belong togbel here,
belong to it, to a very large degree, in the spirit-world. They Have
largest room for the exercigd that freedom which belongs to the
spirit after it hasast off the body; therefore, if | detest the picture
here, and see no beauty intitat feeling will be intensified in the
spirit-world; consequentlytwo spirits returning from the same
spiritual locality, will give you entirely different account$é that
locality. One will say it is beautiful, another that it ibarren waste.
The capacity to understand is within, the varistyithout; but the
capacity to enjoy the variety is from within. So you s@etwo
individuals canunderstand anythingNnot even any one thodght
exactly alike. There will be a difference of opinion, becdbeee is a
difference in the internal constitution of tmalividual; for it is by

the internal that the external is measured.

Q. Why donot the spirit-friends of those who may be present at a
seance in the circle-room manifest, instead of thwlse have no
personal friends present?

A. It is not thought best to allow such manifestation. First, because
it would prove a greatraft upon the mediumNtoo great. Secondly,
because the public, the sceptical public, would say,it'@pmes
from the audiencelhe larger portion of those who manifest have
friends in the audience. It is but the reflection of timeind." So it

has been determined that the instancespafit-manifestations to
those who have friends in the audience shaldrg few,Nindeed,
allwill be debarred from coming, except such as can do so upon an
entirely Platonic plane. If you could stand behind sitenes and
watch all themodes operandif this thing, you woulchot wonder
that the guardians of these seances
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have considered it best take such a course. And again, those who
manifest are generallyNthe majority, aill eventsNthose who
cannot reach their friends by any othmocess; their friends are
sceptical, and will not me#tem at any other place where they can
speak, and this is the only platem which they can give publicity
to their manifestations and reach their friends.

By William E. Channing, Nov. 25, 1867.

Q. | understand from the controling spirithat there is no
forgiveness for sinjthat an inevitable penalty follows every
transgression of any law ofir being. What becomes of the penalty
when pains are removed and diseases healed?

A. Returning spiritsalways inform youNsuch as have been
informed themselves upon thimintNthat there is no forgiveness
for sins.Every sin begets its own judge, and the judge begets the
punishment therefore. The three @@ closely allied you cannot
separate them. When you commit a sin against gbwsical nature,
suffering is the consequence. When yaummit a sin against your
spiritual nature, spiritual suffering is tkensequenceNyou produce
punishment; &tate of inharmony; and, as the spirit lives in heaven
only by living in harmony, when it lives in the oppositdives in
hell, whether on the earth, under the earth, or in the dkesn it is

in an inharmonious condition itis hell. There are many degrees of
inharmony, as of harmony. Thesee many degrees of heaven, as of
hell. The child suffers a certain degree of hell by unconsciously
outraging the laws of its physical being. The law du@sexcuse the
little one because it do@®t understand the law. It acts precisely
the same with the



92 FLASHES OF LIGHT

child as with the adultt is no respecter of persons or of ages. The
little one falls beneath its stroke as mature or old agelfaiieath its
stroke. It never fails to visit justice and judgment upthrwho place
themselves in antagonism to it. Your correspondent asksthewn

the case of cures performed by certain healing aggais the earth.
There is an end unto all conditions of existence. Conditames
changeable; thegnd that they may give place to others. Disease,
inharmony, are but the conditiow$ life, subject to change. When
the punishment has been severe enougthidilege comes. When the
suffering one has suffered to an extent sufficient to induceshiher

to seek the proper remedy, then theretima to change. The spirit
has received chastisemeuifficient for the time, therefore salvation
steps in inconsequence of the exercise of reason. Now, when the
criminal descends lower arsdill lower in crime, when his spirit has
been deluged again aagjain with that which follows crime,Nthat
mental sufferingthat unrest, that dissatisfaction,Nwhen, | say, it
has been deluged again and agaimamg by it begins to reason. The
God without says to the God within, "Come, now, Btdis reason
together!" and the resuls, the man or woman begins to feel that
there is a better way, and that thaty is for them as for others.
They begin to seek to know of that way, to understand watk in

it, to pass out of the darkness of the present and entéghhef

the future, and then begins a newer existence; then the fogsistsd
and inharmonies that are the resultiine begin to pass away, and
the soul begins to be resurrected from it. Is it &y direct
interposition of the Great All-Father without in the universefidy

be; but we believe that the
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spirit rests, progresses, and leavks world by virtue of that
glorious germ of progression that th#inite has implanted within

it. The germ cannot always remain in darkness. It exintually
find its way to the light, and eventually disperse the shadows.

Q. I understand that the controling spirit has stated that sometimes
people can becleansed from immoralities in a somewhat
corresponding manner as diseases are cured. How can suctbthings
without forgiveness?

A. Forgiveness is term which your correspondent seems to have
defined according to his own understanding.uBoforgiveness is a
something which avails without suffering. For instaricplace my
hand in thefire. The fire does not burn. Forgiveness steps in
between the action on my part and #ution of the law. The fire
does not burn. That is my idea of what forgiveness is. NoWlack

my handin the fire, and the fire burns, and | make use of the usual
remedies to stay the progresglod burn, does it follow that | have
beenforgiven because the fire did not burn my hand up entirely?
Surely not. You will learnevery one of you, sooner or later, that
there is no forgiveness of sin, either in this world or the rgxtsure

as you place yourself in antagonismthe law, so sure it will smite
you. There is no forgiveness. If you sin agathstlaw of your own
reason, there is no forgiveneiserefore till you have paid the
uttermost farthing for your wrong doing.

Q. Do clairvoyants and mediums retaind exercise the same or a
corresponding power in the spirit-world as they have here?
A.They do, only the power is largely increased by the change.
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Q. | desire to know if thdollowing speculations, extracted from
Sawyer's "Mental Philosophy," publishied1839, are true? OWhen
divested of the organs sense at death, the mind is thrown back
upon the hands of God, to be provided with soitier capacities as
he sees fit to bestow. listroduction to the other state, at death,
will doubtless be analogous to its introduction to the prestaite at
birth, so far as the bestowment of neapacities and powers is
concerned. The powers and capacities requisite for the Idene
will, no doubt, in like manner be conferreddeathNthe period of
our being born into another worl@eath divests us entirely of all
the organs of sense, and, consequently, of calbacity for
experiencing sensation of any kind. Our birth into anotraetd will
probably invest us with other capacities of a similar higher
nature."

A. The ground taken therss substantially correct. The spirit
receives, at its second birth, new capacities. It casts off alt thas

no further use for, and receives what it can usiénspirit-world.
The change is distinct; so much so, that cgold discern the spirit,
in its true, spiritual state after death, you wobédled to exclaim,
"O God, howgreat the change!" And yet the change is so simple
that a little child instinctively understands it. Wharchild is born
into this mundane sphere, its first effortasinhale the atmosphere.
Nature acts in conjunction with the wisdom of Geeat Infinite
who rules in nature. The child breathes here becthmse is a
necessity for it. Onborn into the spirit-land breathes in a different
way, because there is need of a different wElyere are other
attributes added to the sout the spirit-world than those it
possesses here, because it finds it will need them in the higher life.



FROM THE SPIRIT-LAND. 95

As it advances, it receives more and still more. It passes out of the
old; it instinctively embraces the new; and so on throughout all
eternity.l believe it will be ever changing in the external, but in the
internal remaining forever and forever the same.

Q. Does the controlling intelligence believe that thereaisy
intelligent, eternal disorganized spirit distinct from man?

A. | believe that without thagency of matter in some state spirit
couldnot express itself; therefore, | believe that spirit and matter
will ever be so thoroughly wedded together that they néller be
separated. I§pirit is dependent upon matter for expression, matter
then isof as great a necessity as spirit. Spirit passes through the
realm of matter, changing its forms, and carryinigom one state to
another, higher and still higher in the scale, &#tuthe same time it
progresses in its external characteristics in correspondencéheith
progression of matter. | believe there is an etereagr-existent
ocean of spirit, but | believe that thatean of spirit is dependent
upon matter for expressioh.believe that the two are inseparably
connected togethel. believe that although you may soar to the
highest spheres that iave any knowledge of in spirit-life, even
there you will find matter.

Q. Doesnot this go to prove that matter is self-created? If spirit is
dependent upon matter, cannot act in the absenc&tbér, is not
matter self-created?

A. When considered from one stand-point, it would ssembut
when consideredrom another, it would seem quite different.
Remove spirit from matter, and it becomes inert. Connect sptht
matter, and it becomes full of life. Now may we not say, and
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truthfully, too, that matter is self-creating only by agency of
spirit? As absolutenatter it is not self-creating, nut when joined to
spirit it is.

Q. Will the time ever come when this earth wilse its material
body; and become exclusively the abode of spiritual intelligences?
A.The time will certainly come when it will lose the material body
that belongs to iat the present time. This is a self-evident truth. It
is exhibited everywhere in life. But wewve no special evidence that
the earth will ever becomas an earth, the special dwelling-place of
disembodied spirits. It maye so. We do not know that it will not.
But we have no special evidence that it will be so.dven now the
dwelling-place of millions of disembodied spirilshey walk the air,
both when you wake anghen you sleep. Therefore to them it is a
spirit home. It belongs to them just as much as it does to you.

By Theodore Parker, Dec. 3, 1867.

Q. Will the intelligence explain this passageNLukeiv. 19: "Behold

my hands and my feet, that it is | myself: handle me and see; for a
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have." If ih \®p8Bit-
body, why did he say he had flesh and bones? and why did he eat?
A. Concerning this particular case, we hane positive knowledge,
for that is born only of one's experience; but juddgmogn analogy,

we supposedhat if Christ had passed through the change called
death, and if he was, after passing through that changeieler
within a sufficiently condensed body as to be able to ntieet
senses of humanity, we are to suppose that that body
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was formed of material particlegnd these were drawn from
mediumistic bodies anithe atmosphere. The same has been done in
your day, is being done all over the land, and it is vain fostlegtic

to cry out, "l do not believe it"Nvain, so far as staying the light is
concerned, for it will continue to roll on till all the darkness
dispersed. | suppose this body ttie disciples handled, this body
that he was said to have, was composed of flesh, and blood, and
bones; was a material body, formed for the occasion, as Inedore
said, out of the atmosphere, and some mediumistic botpdies. |

do not believe in the resurrectiofithe body of Jesus after defith

the material, natural body. Science gives that theory the .irt

no sense true. We are told tleaerything is possible with God; but
we know that God actsy eternal, immutable law, and we know he
never tramples upon that law. It is always the same. Now, ithen,
Jesus had passed through the change called death, thereeméisean
and distinct separation between himself spiritual and himaélfal.
Therefore, if he had suchbady as could be handled, recognized by
humanity, it wasa body formed for the occasion. Mr. White. Do
you not supposéis disciples were very strongly mediumistic, as
well as himself?

A.l believe they were. In fact, | have very strong evidence towards
knowledge,in that matter. Mr. White. Would not their being in
harmony so long on the earth give him greater power to anddazly

to show to them?

A. Yes; and in all probability if the harmoimetween the disciples
had not been broken by the unfaithfulne$sone of their number,
Jesus would never habeen crucified. You would never have had a
Calvary in
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the Christian religion; you would never have had a Saviour in Jesus
of Nazareth. But one was unfaithful, and betrayedvilaster, and
what followed you all know; omt least, you know what the record
tells you. By and by you will learn much more concerning that.

Q. The progress and happiness of society in the worldll iages,
have been impeded and marted bad men,Nmonsters, | would
say,Nfrom the unprincipled politicians irour midst to kings,
emperors, popes, &c. Now,desire to know if those frauds on
mankind still hold their influence in the spiritual world?

A.To a certain extent they do. Yshould consider that all that this
life has produced, athat belongs to it, either natural or spiritual, is
in the imperfect state consequent upon the imperfect state of the
earth. It has not yet arrived at that point of perfection by witich
can sustain goothen entire, or good women entire. There are
poisonous plants everywheupon the surface of the earth, and
there are poisonous theories everywhere. Thespirgual poison,

as there is material poison; and both, | believelemigmate children

of this planet, the earth. Now, then, as the earth grows, becomes
more perfect, more spirituallyunfolded, and more naturally
unfolded, it will give you a highetype, not only in the vegetable,
mineral, and animal, but in the spiritual. But all these thaogse by
slow degrees. The world was not madesix days by any means.
Man was not created in the twinkling of an elyat thousands upon
thousands, ay, millions upomillions of years rolled away ere
thought was born. Now you have just good a class of men and
women uporthe earth as the earth can take care of. Be satisfied;
work on, as the earth works on. The earth does not complain. It
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performs its mission, and | anery much inclined to think you will
all perform yours, whether you desire to or not.

Q. Will not this world receive, ere long, some astoundinig/ligence
from the spiritual world? Will not the gatesthe spiritual world be
opened, so that we shall havBand of light that shall sweep away
darkness, superstition, priests, popes, &c., in one general ruin?

A. That very thing is being done fast as there is any necessity for
its being done. You are receiving to-day all ligat you can bear, all
you are ready for. The spirit-world has, indeadgreat ocean of
light, in the shape dfuths that are new to you, to bestow upon
you when you are ready to receive them. Milk babes, meat for
mature age.

Q. Would it not be better for Spiritualists to organizeNI mean, the
Spiritualists of this worldand the spiritualNon some grand or
universal platform? Such a thing could bene without being
sectarian.

A.Yes, it would béetter, in my opinion; and in my opinion it will
be done.

Q. Is there not organized, in the spirit-world, a congtessontrol
and direct the great spiritual movements in the earth-life?

A. Thereis such a group of spirits as your correspondent refers to,
but they do not control the affaio$ earth-life, Nnot by any means.
They only exert as much influence over those affaitbeys are able
to, by and through the instruments that they find on the earth.
Sometimes, although they may desire to influence langebertain
directions, they may be prohibited from doing so, becadisine
want of some instrument through
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whom to manifest. Sometimes the atmosphere is against them,
sometimes theoil. Different localities produce different thoughts,
as well as different material influences.

By Theodore Parker, Dec. 5, 1867.

Q. Does not modern Spiritualism make larger drafts ugedulity
than paganism or Christianity?

A. Hardly, hardly. It is a very large draft uporedulity to believe
the fable of Jonah and the whaleNvery large indeeis. #lso a very
large draftupon credulity to believe that a woman could conceive
and bear &hild by being overshadowed by the Holy Ghost; it is
altogether out of the course of natuaegd whoever believe it stretch
their credulityto the very last extent. Spiritualism comes in plain
attire. A little child can read it. If the mother comes to the Iatidd,
the little child knows the mother. Yaannot deceive the child. And
so it is with pure, simple, God-spiritualism. Theragssuperstition

in it, and the credulity of a child need not be taxed.

Q. Is notthe resurrection of Jesus Christ as well authenticated, and
by the same witnesses that confirm his death?

A.No; absolutely, nowe know, by nature, that if he ever lived, he
died. We know also, byature, that if he ever died to the body, the
body never was resurrectadain. Nature never lies-always tells the
truth. You cannot force nature indgolie. You may seem to, but it is
only in seeming.

Q. The spirit of criticismis a questioning spirit. Is there anything
wrong in this, per se?

A. Certainly not. Onthe contrary, something gloriously right,
honest, earnest criticism should always
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receive attention. It i®ne of the great levers, | believe, through
which man marches up through the various scienclfg oCriticism
ofttimes informs uof our mistakes, for it causes us to look deeper
into self, deeper into owsurroundings. It causes us to turn critics
upon self, and therefore it is of the greag@ss$sible service to us.
Why, the world woulde good for nothing without criticism. When
| was here on earth, | was never satisfied wthernvoice of criticism
was silent towards me. | always felt that mfyort had been so
small that it was not worthy of criticism. But when it wa®st
severely criticised, | felt thatHad agitated the waters, out of which
some good would come.

By Theodore Parker, Dec. 9, 1867.

Q. In controlling this mediumdo you possess the body, as the
spirit of the medium possesses it in her normal condition?

A. No; that is nohecessary. | surround the body. | obsess it as the
musicalperformer obsesses the musical instrument. The instrument
gives forth nsound unless the musician is there, and playing upon
the instrument. So with regard to this control. | surroundstitgect,

and in surrounding het,create an atmosphere peculiar to myself,
which is in nearly all respects unlike lmwn. Therefore, she finding

it not at all in natural harmonyith her, generally retires, goes forth
into the outespirit-world, and becomes cognizant of scenes in that
world. Sometimes itbecomes necessary to become thoroughly
absorbed in the body. Then the mental atmosphereased within,

and not without. I act then from withiBut in this case | act as the
musician would act upon the instrument. | surrotivedentire body.

It is under my perfect control.
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Q. Then if thespirit of the medium does leave the body entirely,
how long a time elapses that the body is devoid of spirit?

A. It may be devoid ofntelligence, or conscious existence, for a
second, hardly more. All things arersioely arranged that there will
be no intermediate time, or scarcely apgrhaps like the passing of
a breath, but nothing morewhnt you to distinctly understand that
the animal life that is in activitlgelongs entirely to the animal form.
That is distinct fromintelligence. All the animal functions may be
performed perfectly and harmoniously whbare is no intelligence.
Of that you are well aware. But | am speaking neith regard to
the amount of timethat will pass by the spirit here in
unconsciousness. | say it maylik® a passing breath, but a second
of time.

Q. Then could you not, if you chose, retain control of this bady,
thus prevent the spirit of the medium from returning to it?

A. | certainly could.

Q. Have spiritsa fixed size? Does each spirit have its own peculiar
form of organization, or are they all alike?

A.Every spirit possesses its own peculiar form of organization, its
own peculiasstature. They are not all alike. You find here the child
and the mature form. You find the tall mand the short man all the
different characteristics of form as well as of mind.

Q. How would the spirit of a tall man possebs form of a little
child?

A. Generally by acting upon it bsurrounding it as | do to-day
surround this medium, or perhaps by influencing
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one or two organs. It isot always necessary to influence the entire
organic system. | generally do, but it is not always a necessity.

Q. Then can a largperson take control of the body of a small
medium?

A. 1 did not intendyou to so understand me. If a little child is
sufficiently mediumistido admit of my control, 